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On April 11th voters will determine whether the Municipality will 
spend $1.925 million to implement the Whistler Recreation Ma.ster= 
plan. . 

The Masterplan was commissioned after six years of dedicated 
non=professional local planning and is a v~ry broad based 5 year 
sc'heme. 

We are ·to ~ote on a scaled down three year plan that will centre 
on certain priorities. 
~) To acquire and protect important natural recreation areas 
2) Develop a multi use trail system to c6nn~ct residenti?-1 areas with 
parks and emnities. 
3) Develop park areas for a variety of active and passive uses. 

Certainly no one ·can dE:my the merits of these gop.ls . People 
these days however are ultra sensitive to any raise in taxes and rightly 
so. What good is a trail . system if you can't afford to live near it. Iri 
answer to this problem, John Randall , mup.icipal accountant ·has de= 
vised a plan which locks the development in at todays · prices while the 
tax payer will not have to bear any brunt untill983 9 when the broad= 
·ened tax base will bring down individual payments. We're told that 
our cost will be well in line with other recreation ·budgets. 

Many believe . it should be brought on board as quickly as poss ible . 
Nothing is getting any cheaper and in a few years our top heavy power 
structure will be more reluctant to spend money on something that 
doesn't have direct tourist return lil<:.e local recreation. "W e'.ve been 
planning for six years ••• it's time to act, " stated Trev Root of the 
Recreation Commission. Land acquisition could be impossible in a 
few years. · 

Another conc e rn is whe re ·the money c ould go! As the plan seems 
to have some g rey ~ones its conc eivab~e that a lot of money could dis ­
appear through b eauraucra tic bungling etc. Look at Town C entre. I 
think ·a profe ssional m a nag e r verse d in these kind of projects should 
b e hired to a void a r e- r un of the Lost L a k e scene. (Fisherie s proble ms 
lack of permits, lack of public r e lat i o n s ) · 

A n a l t er nativ e ,is t o work more slow l y (with the $219, 000 alr ea?y 
set as i de in the munic ipal bud get for recreation) solidify the planning, 
engineering, a cquire as much r i.gh t of way as possible and per haps have 
a ·refe r endum in the spring. . . , 

But t his is all fenc e sitting! The choice is ours and as ·Colebrook 
w ould say g "it's a real pancake. 11 Apparen tly the pric e is rightg the 
idea good1 and I ' m glad it's a secret ballot. 

Steve Podborski at Aspen, Photo : George ·.Benjamin 

The Answer would like to welcome home the National Ski Tearri 
and congratulate -them on one hell of a year . It's good to see you 
home, Dave ~ And to Pod ••• well, what can we say? Next year! And 
to the· rest, Dave Irwin, John Ritchie, Robin McLeish, Brian O'Rourke 
Todd Brooker , and Bob Styan, you kept us on our toes . Thanks! 
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The Whistler Answer's fourth birthday was on April Fools day 1981. 
I find it difficult to belie·ve sometimes mysel£11 but sure enough 11 four 
years ago Robin Blechman» Micheal Leierer and myself were in Robin's 
cabin in _the woods deeply under the influence of Ben's killer weed 
when the idea struck. 

You see 1977 was a bad year for snow. The post cards from Hawaii 
were piling up and we _figuJ;"ed it would be easier and more fun to send 
the latest gossip in a newspaper format than to answer the post cards 
seperately. UIC was providing us with more than a little surplus spare 
time so the idea grew. Tim Smith arrived home from Hawaii, became 
interested and we decided to see if any of the local businesses would 
kick in a few bucks to pay for· printing and due mainly to Robin's 'hut= 
zpa 1 we had six full pages of advertisements purchased» cash in ad~ 
vance. 

This was no mean feat when one~ considers ~ur collective publishing 
experience was doodely squat! It so impressed our printer Clau¢le S. 
Q. Hoods pith that he off erred any or all of us jobs with his paper. 
It was necessary 9 of course 11 to demur as any real job would have cut 

· too heavily into our skiing time. 

The office during production was quite a sight in those handlettered 
days, with Robin wrist deep in ink, Chico elbow deep in rubber cement 
and everybody knee · deep in paper. 

Brad Sills 11 Bosco, Tim Smith, Robin 
Blechman and Charlie Doyle gather 
outside first Answer office, 1978. 

WILL BE 5ERV tN~ ! · · 

WORKMANS· LUNCH 
. ALL SUM HE~~ 

II:oo to 4:oo (Seven days a week) 
Come in and Enjoy Quick Food and Good Service at Reasonable Prices 

SANDWHICHES-QUIC-HE-SHEPHERDS PIE-CHILI CON CARNI~_~SOUPS~ POTATOE SALAD-DAILY SPECIALS 
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A mysterious manila enve~ope arrived somewhere around our 
sixth edition ~ from a Mr. R. Coleb;rook containing an article on 
Whistler seceding fro~ the Dominion of canada and an accompanying 
note advising that our chance of receiving a Pulitzer Prize without 
his services were indeed slim. This was the first of local "authors" 
to grace our pages. Brad Sills piece, "Eight Hours Hard Fogey", .. IIi••••••••-------------. whic~ extolled the virtures of U . I. C. skiing at Whistler was even 
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stolen and pri n te d by an Austr a lian Ski Magazine. J im (Mogul) 
Monahan11 probably our most prolific writer over the years, has p'I'o- · 

duced a legacy of pulp fiction that defies categorization. Our stable 
of cartoonists Ian Verchere, Gord Harder· and Malcombe Murray pro= 
vide a rare commodi ty= a cartoon section that is entirely concerned 
with and conceived in Whistler . 

Photography has become an element of the Answer that has received 
much praisep and we are justly proud of all of them . . Greg Griffith ~~ 
George Benjamin and Chris Speedie are all renown professionals , while 
Duncan Bell Irving ' s ·darkroom s~ills have even found seed in our own 
Michael Leierer who ·handles all of our darkroom work now . 

Around a year ago Diana Peckford bravely stepped into the fray 
to assume command of the typewriter . Soon her duties expande<:'l 
to include delivering much needed kicks in our collective ass. 

The answer was conceived as a medium of expression for local 
artists, photographers, writers , calligraphers " and poets and the 
response was ~o positive that after producing six issu·es the first year: 

. . , 
we went monthly and except for an occassional -lapse have remained 
so . For the first two _years the Answer had the distinction of being 
probably the only completely hand lettered news magazine in the world, 
but ultimately it's growth (not to mention the loss of ultra- calligrapher , 
Robin) necessitated a switch to print11 , 

It hasn't been four trouble free years. Local publishing has become 
a cut throat business and our approach has been far from dog eat dog . 
Also the s-ituations that arise when four or five volatile, artistic temp­
erments are hard at work at a single project need not be reviewed here 
but can easily be imagined . Our financial situations are also one scen­
ario that is best left to the imagination. Call it brinkmanship. 

It has occassionally been a fear of ours that the Answer would be= 
come a ·one or two man show. In fact a few issues have come danger= 
ously close to doing just that, but generally community response has 
been heartening . ,So encouraging that this was in part_, that every= , 
one from Squamish to Pemberton received free Answer's through the 
mail. 

And what's the futur e to bring ? It's b een called a labour of l ove and 
m y banker agrees with that . How long the love affai r w ork s de pends, 
I guess, on h ow m uch input' i s offe red . Our dir e c tion is to fur ther our · 
technical development with c olor 11 continue t o be releva nt to our sur ~ 

roundings, showc a se _local talent, p;rovide a _ venue for our advertiser, 
and entertain. If you think you'd want to help give us a call! -
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Cont'r-a.ce pt-~ JE..s. 

I Oral contraceptives may alter biological , chemical, and/or phy-
sical properties within the female , These effects may vary depending 
on the type of oral contraceptive and the particular woman. 

Results from a few investigations and recent reports in the Amer ­
ican Journal of Obstetric 1 s and Gynecology have indicated that there is 
an incidence of vitamin deficiencies , in females taking oral contra­
ceptives, which is greater than women not taking the pill. The most 
prevalent deficiency involves viatmin B6 (Pyridofrine). Approximately 
25- 40% of woman taking the pill will have low levels of this vitamin. 
Vitamin B6 (Pyridofr.ine) is involved in protein synthesis , absorption 
of zinc, and the utilization of a certain protein called tryptoplan 
(found in high concentrations in meats and milk). When and if there is 
a deficiency of vitamin B 6, (Pyr i dofrine) typtophan may not be properly 
used which could be the reason some w omen develop depression on the 
pill. 

Folic acid has a variety of functions including the formation of 
particular proteins. If a · woman develops a low blood level of folic 
acid (folate) and bec omes pregnant shortly after stopping the pill a 
serious defiency could occur within the expected child. 

Other vitamin abnormalities involve a decrease in the amount of 
serum (ie, blood) vitamin B z (Thiamine) 11 which occurs in 15- .ZO% of 
'f'Omen, vitamin Bz (Riboflavin)which occurs in 20%,vitamin B12 (Cy­
anocobalamin) which occurs in S-10% 11 vitamin . C (ascorbic acid) 
which occurs in 25% of women and an actual increase in vitamin A 
stores. Although these reported occurances of vitamin deficiencies 
and increases are unlike ly to occur in an individual who eats a well­
balanced diet, the fact is most people don't! ! 

If a vitamin is selected it should most likely be a B - complex with 
vitamin C includ~ng: 

Vit Bl (Thiamine) 
Vit Bz (Riboflavin) 
Vit B6 (Pyridofrine) 
Vit B12 (Cyanocobalamin) 

' Folic Acid 
Vit C (ascorbic acid) 
Choline 
Inosital 

5 mg 
5 mg 
5 mg 
10 mg 
0. 5 meg 
100 mg 
50 mg 
50 mg 

The quote for the week: a wise man is one who stops talking (or writ­
ing) before others stop listening (or reading). 

Dr. N. Manoud 
Your Pharmacist 

ROBSON OPTICAL 

OPTICIANS 
Your Present Lenses Fitted Into Frame Of Your Choice .... 

~K l L..tAt.~E~ .... While You Wait 
VI / / 708 ROBSON Vaurnets Eye Examinations a't'tan:JE.d (at Granville) 10% NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED 685-1524 

OFF WtTH""ffiiS EYEGLASSES 
f\'9 Sold and Repaired 

PA6£5 

ALL SEA~SON'S - ---.. 
RESORT MANAC:iEMENT L TO. 

Write P.O. Box 93, Wh1istler, B.C. YON .. 1 BO 

1K11N& t~ ~~EATY . 
CA-LL liS FfJ~ ~"'t'F-f ~SERl/Ai!OIJS ; 

' Whistler: 932-4288 Toll Free (Direct) 689-2795 

WHISTLER 
COURIER 
SERVICE 

BONDE 0 · :INSUR1:.0. LlCEN SED 
Box 1600 

932·3244-

W~IIT~lf!nint ~rviceJ 
Residential House Cleaning 

Cornrnercial Cleaning 
LEEANN DOOLAN 932·3ll7 932·5337 

a·NDUSTR,£S­
.CoNCR£T£ ~'WOOJ)FPAME 
--C-ON ST-RUCTIO~-

~NO'IATIO.~S4 F IN·I~HI~ 
RoBERT .. CuAAIE 

-Box 2.43· \~\-4 _1STL£R..-

32· .509S 

S~~J'RAT MoUNTAINVIEw' 
MOTORS 

, _ AMERICAN MOTORS 

,~ AND JEEP PRODUCTS 

1600 MARit-JE DR. 
NORTM VANC.OOVER 
~~80·3431 



Mon. -Fri. 
Sat. 
Sun. 

6 - 10!30 
5 - 10:30 
5-10 

Altitude Adjustment Hour 
FREE CHEESE FONDUE" 
. 4- 6pm 

After Dinner D e s erts & .Delicious Coffee's 
in the Lounge 

6pm - lam A used board that has been saile d regularly will show signs of 
JOIN US FOR BRUNCH Friday-Sunday wear and tear but not necessarily be worn out. If you are buying a 

11:30- 2:30 used board h e r e are some things to look for : 
From Heavenly Hamburgers to Eggs Benedict First remove all tape as it is used to cover holes, soft spots , 

-~ splits , tears, loose· screws, and almost anything else that goes wrong. 

. ·. PHONE .9'32·~ o The Board 
Buy a boa rd of moulded plastic rather than .fiberglass . Remember that 
all boards have a foam core and that foam absorbs water . Any signs ·Th-- . e cu• a '-av- e of holes or patches are a potential water problem so find out the weight 

,. ..... of an equivalent new board and compare it. It it1 s heavy go home . 
DINING ROOM Pressing hard with your thumbs check the entire board for soft 

AttheWhistlerCreekLodge spots . I£ you find some knock the price down. If you find a lot ... 
R e servat ions Recommended forget it . 

932-3000 Very _carefully check the seam of a two part board. Poke at it with 
Tues._ Sat. your thumb nail. 
'6pm - lOpm Mast and Boom 

L--------..;.------~------· Check the fibreglass mast for cracks, splits or stress marks especial­
ly af the base and where the boom attaches . 

Immerse the boom in water and make sure i_t s water tight. Check 
t o see if the cleats are worn out. Is the rubber coming off? Is the 
aluminum dented? - Is the ~ood cracked or split'? 

Skeg and Daggerboard 
The daggerboard is a good indication of care given by previous owner. 
If its dammaged you can assume that the board has been run aground. 
Check the dagger board well for cracks and tearcs . (a common pro..: 
blem here) 

Take the skeg off and check for softness or cracks in the groove . 
Universal 

Its very important to have a tight fit into the board . Make sure the 
joint rotates freely but is not sloppy. Check for an easy fit into the 
mast base . If made of wood check f or cracks and secure screws . 
Boards are often soft around the mast step! ! !-

Sail 

Save $100 .. . Better than last years price. 

New sail cloth is stiff and wrinkles while when old the same cloth has 
a soft, thinner and light~r feel. Sails stretch with use so beware. 
Check all stitching and batten pockets. 

Limited stock until April 26th. 
Phone: 932-3925, · or 932 -5637 

As you can see the re are many points to consider, buyer beware . 
If you are in doubt ask someone who knows or to ur local wind- -

912·18 

surfer dealer . 

CABARET-
FEATURING 

*t.OUNTRYROLK 
~M~ * HoT ~t.lALK 7 

t EXOTI £, VE57ERT~ 
* .MO~T FRIENPL"( 

~ERV\~E 
YOUR ENTERTAINMENT SPOT AT WHISTLER 

.1-0tATE.P,AT tv1AUJ EtJ-rRANLE it>WH\S\LERV&uA6E 

l?AtL.y'- -7pmii 2am ~NJ7AY-7pmct'llpm 

e more pe . . yo-u m ay ">' 
. have noticed our new magazine · stands, 
. perhaps. you found this very copy rest.: 
ing in one. 

These are the res'ults of Chicli> and 
I spending s everal month's in intensive 
planning, double that time procrasti­
nating and finally whipping them .(:(l;f;f)i:, 
in an afternoon. · 

I don' t know where Fritz oug up the 
swell smoked plexiglas-s but thanks any 

General Delivery, Wh istler, B .C. 
von 1 bo 

BR IAN WASYLYK(604)932-3392 
JEFF HESTHAMAR 932 -5636 

Genera l 

Cont ract ing 

• 
Passive 
Sola r 

Design 



The Splice IS Right 
by Monahan and Runge 

High above the sleepy town center, amongst the mist enshrouded 
crags and wind torn forest, stands Seppo' s run on Whistlers north 
face. Originally· known as N 16, the new Black Chair is the top lift 
in a series of three, with the Village and Olympic chairs, now in service 
on Whistler North. Manufactured by Yan Ski Lifts of America, the lifts 
are similar to those installed on Blackcomb Mtn. and t11.e word is that 
the two clubs have ~one some sharing in stock piling some of th~ more 
expensive electrical parts. 

One of the major problems with first year operations is cable strech. 
The new cable will lengthen in early usage, causing the counter- weight 
to pull back, until eventually, tension is lost on the line. The solution, 
braved by Blackcomb maintenance over a busy Christmas rush, is to cut 
a chunk of cable out andre- splice. Simple, well not exactly. 

First the counter - weight is disengaged, the cable remains in place on 
the towers because it's natural weight continues to pull downhill. The 
cable must be lifted using a small A frame and come along set up, in th1s 
case from towers 20 and 21, and lowered to the ground. Here a block and 
tackle rigging is used to pull about 100 ft. of ca?le together enough, that 
about 35 feet of the wire rope can be removed. Whistler staff began the 
operation at the close of a normal working day and continued on untiJ 
the very wee hours of the mo 

R. J. Knight is a good ol1boy from Missouri and one of the best perhaps 
tal£ dozen cable splicers in North America. He does all of Yan Ski Lift's 
vork at something like eight hundred a day plus expenses. 

First you cut the cable, peel back the ends, then wrap this one over 
tere, that one over there. Simple, well you might have to do it a few 
LUndred times • A real expert can mend the break so smoothly, you can 
:un your hand over it and never know if's been apart. 

About eleven o'clock R. J. Knight checked his watch and assessed 
>regress on the job. He had someone radio Mary Wilton in the Alpine 
)ffice to phone Vancouver and book him an afternoon flight. By twelve­
hirty he was on his way to Medford, Oregon and another ski lift. 

All the Whistler boys had to do was tie the five chairs they had ~­
noved from the line and haul it back up into place. Some truly courageous 
.ower and high wire work by Guy Labelle, Doug Mansel and Billy Steel and 
hey were back in business:. Total down time: one day. 

PA6£7 

PAULSCOMPANY 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

'Take pleasure in announcing that 

Donald G. Wilson 
Has joined the firm as Associate Counsel. 

J. Harley Paul 
Douglas A. Race 

Donald G. Wilson 
201-38085 2nd. Ave. 
Squamish B.C. 
8925254 • 

Monday Thursday Friday 
204- 4309 Skiers Approach 
Whistler B.C. 
93232ll 

~06ER:fB:13~¢·Assoc: \ "TES 

'P. Erg.,& L.S. 
sw-ve.yor-.s ~-~netrs 

80)Cl3 WH\STlER 

_fOr lower pri~es 
lnd friendf_y fa«s . 

and tfJ£ lar,jest sef«tion cf 
GROCERIES& 

FRESH PRODUCE 
. .. .shop at tlte StwamiSh 

Overwaitea 
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FAMILY 
RESTAURANT 

FEAT!Jtf>ING.: 
Char Broiled Steaks to 

Italian & Greek Dishe s. 

~ Childrens portions available '* 
Breakfast 6:30 AM daily (From l. 45) 

ENT:ERTAINMENT & DANCING 

Thursday to Saturday 

No Cover Charge with Dinner. 

GARIBALDI TIRE SERVICES LTD. 

P.O. BOX 1416. 

SQUAMISH, B.C. VON 3GO 

TELEPHONE: 892-3131 

PEMBERTON TIRE SALES 
A Division of Gari baldi Ti re Services Ltd . 

ASTER AVENUE . PEMBERTON. B.C. VON 2LO 894-6812 

C6ruisin' 

Harder P eaking on a Peterburger 

I can well remember when a Mac attack at Whistler was desperate 
business; It meant a 22 mile drive over what was usually treacherous­
ly stoned territory to Phil's Drive- In in P emberton. In those days a 
burger and a side of fries set one back not much more than a buck (mod­
estly served in their own little cardboard plates wrapped in napkins) 
but . one had to be a bonified addict to put in those kind of miles . 

There are now no few e r than nine. spots at Whistler in which one can 
enjoy what is probably the zenith of North American culinary tradition: 
the hamburger. And Wimpy wouldn't recognize these babies-Mid­
Station Burgers, Stoney's Burgers, Rainbow Burger, Peter Burgers, 
andTeriyaki Burgers. He would also have a little more trouble "re­
paying you Tuesday for a burg e r today" as inflation pushes the price of 
these 'King of Snacks' up towards the $5 mark. 

But to be fair these creations are a long ways from a cardboard 
encased quarter pounder. Graced with a salad and a mountain of 
fries these monsters will quell the hardiest of mid-day mountain ap­
petites . 

J 

~ -----{Commuaie~~~OilS CO~,-L~d., _---

A Compl~rinting 
Creative tit Service 

From Concepti·on to Finished Product. 

Cff£!J2Jo~J;JJ;JCZS 
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Cruisin for burgers has, in these parts, become a considerably 
more classy expenence ~ No plastic chairs and neon blinking "80 
Billion Served" . Nosiree! One can gobble these units at 6, OOOft in 
either the Roundhouse or the Squarehouse over on Blackcomb; More 
elegnatly one can lounge on the terrac e s of Russells <;>r Stoney's, in 
Whistler Village; relax in the familiar and warm surroundings of Beau's 
and the Creekhouse ; grab one on the run from L'Apres or the Parson's 
Project (careful not to spill mustard on-the ski points) or perhap' s · 

stand in the rubble where Bennies used to be and just reminisce, 
The culinary heights to be scaled would reduce a French chef to tears. 

:magine grilled pineapple and teryiyaki sauce with Mumm 1s on the ter­
race. I'm still moved! 

<;:>r for the more practical among you a stacked, whole wheat bunned 
)urger from Blackcombe Day Lodge (Rend.ezvous 765) Rumour has it 
;hey topped the B.C . junior _ski racer's burger poll around B. C , ski 
:~.reas. For those of you into volume the Stoney size burger would fill 
:~.bout 30 refugees. 

But enough of this - I feel ·a distinct gnawing that I'd like to eliminate, 
:£you feel the same consult the burger chart and cruise . 

Top Pres entation Quantity Extras Models Quality 
Price Offered 

~u's 4.25 ***liZ *** FF&Sal l *** 
mies 3, 95 *** *** FF~Gar 1 ***1/2 
tdezvous 2 . 40 **l/2 *** none 4 t.<>l<* 

765 
1pres 4.25 **1/2 *** FF 4 >l<>'f.l/2 
mdhouse 2.50 *'* *** none 3 ** 
arehouse 2.40 **1/2 ***- no.ne 4 *** 
1sel11 s 5.25 l~"*** **** FF&Gar 5 **** 
neys 5.50 **** ***1/2 FF&Gar 2 **** 
istler Creek 4 ;·z5 *** *** FF&Sa1 3 *** 

h Fries 
sh 

The above chart is based on five star ratings. Quantity is affected by 
pr'ice. Quality is affected by products used, ie; whole wheat bun. And 
only Nadia is perfect! 

TASTE TASTE TASTE TASTE 
TASTE TASTE TASTE 
TASTE TASTE TASTE 

TASTE TASTE TASTE 

932-3866 

--·-- --- -~------------.--------==-==---·------------

*:BEAUS 'R_.ESTAURANT 
'Flne Contlnenl91 Cuisine ~1~ 

PO. Box 2Cfl \Nhistler B.C. VONlBO 
,!~ 

~i' 

'RAINBOW SKI VIllAGE 
.2 ~'"'··Pen& ttbw~ 1~ e~ 

~ervations 932·5565 * 

-· 
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GARIBALDI A Mountai~ Top 
......... ~11".11 BuiLDING SuPPl-IES LT.D weddtn 

OI'EN -4 f:t' 
A MEM5ER pF=­
TrM~ 

CHIMNEY FIRES 
,, ARE L..O~ILY ~II 

A Clean s~eep IS~OT. 
Call John Robbins at 932 3033 (Pager 132) 

tJOW U ~ 
Have it done professionally. 

"Clean Sweep" formerly "Chim-Chimney 
Chimney Sweeps" is licensed and insured. 

Lorne and Nancy 

A mountain top wedding in the spring brings out romantic notions 
in us all, .even if only for that moment. 

The marriage of Lorne Borgal and Nancy Treiber on Blackcomb 
Mtn. was no. exception. Lorne being Administrative Manager of 
Blackcomb added a uniqueness to the affair not to mention an easing 
of certain logistics problems associated with getting the substantial 
party of skiers and non skier~ up and down the mountain. 

The ceremony took place in a glade just below the Squarehouse ~ 

After weeks of sunshine the weath_er had turned to snow. This was the 

~----------------..., only day the management complained of falling snow this season. As 
MacGRBGOR.PACIPIC REAU"i (1918)I!l'D. 

YOUR 
WHISTLER 

'REAL ESTATE 
PEOPLE 

OUR tJEW 6FFlLE NOW IN 
TOWN CENTRE 

&ONTAL.T; 
PREW MEREPITH 
ARV PELLEbR \ N 
MltHAEL. PI\RTOI7 
JAN ~IMPSON 
PAT KELLY 

OPEN PAIL Y· .9-5 PM 
RAINBOW l3LJ;>~. 

532·5538vA.,~FtJJb8\·6627 

the ceremony began the clouds parted a bit and the winds became calm. 
There was even a ray or two of sunshine flashing on the wedding rings . 

.'~ 
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1f,u.'Ci.1t.1 
crazy 
10-u.'li.1t~ 

by Monahan and Lieriere 

World renowned guide, outfitter· a~d naturalist Dorothy V. Gow of 
Banff, Alverta graced the Coastal Ranges with a visit this past week. 
In tow and on "travels with Dorothy" was none other than charming young 
Dianne Fleming, daughter of Banff physician and surgeon Dr. R. W . 
Fleming. · 

Dorothy was born in Banff about the time of the Great war (for our 
own protection we'll not sugg.est which one), or more properly in a 
Warden's Cabin, part way between Banff and Lake Louise in the shade 
of Castle Mountain. Silvertip has spent a lifetime guiding and outfitting, 
"dudes" as she ·calls 1em, across the great qivide, in the blue Canadian 
Roc kie s. The o n e t ime owner of the Horse Thief Ranch in Wilmer, B . C . , 
she has a ten dancy to get a little ''bush wacked" in town and soon heads 
for the big hills . Her most rec~mt summer spent in a mining camp near 
Slocan B . C., she has a wealth of stories from Shadow Lake and the Upper 
Spray Valley near Banff. She spends winters helicoptering into Mt. 
Assinaboine to a fabulous cross country ski camp. (Skied longer, further 
and worse ••• ) 

Dorothy has two daughters, married and living in the old country 
(eastern Canada) as well as son Harry, a push with the governments 
Via Rail plan. Her most famous son, for skiers at least, is John Gow, 
A r ea Manager at Sunshine Villag.e. She has of course a mA.lch larger, shall 
we s a y u ndergr ound/ ove r gr ound family a n d f ollowin g in Banff that a re 
b elieve me, too numerous and outrageous to mention. 

Dianne Fleming has spent the last two summers racing chuckwagons 
on th e r odeo circut . I asked her how she did in Cheyanne, Wyoming and 
she answere d "ah, we won their hearts" . Dianne is currently employed 
a s a meter reader during the day and drives a Pizza wagon at night. 
(g ettin dizzy pal, it's the truth • •• just dial B -A - N - F - F) 

So these dolls got off the tra.in at 7 a . m . in Vancouver aft er, wha t 
was hinted as bein~ a b it of a session in the Dome Car (ther e w as th e 
Australian Doroth y w as going to marry in a gondola car at Sunshine, 
th en the fishe rman who was going to take them both off to Alaska in his 
boat, · the brakeman conductor e t c . ) . Finding that the r e was no trans­
portation to Whistler untill eight in the evening, and rather than waste a 
day , they back pack ed across the Georgia Viaduct, then it was the 25~ 
municipal bus to Horseshoe Bay. They hitch- hiked the last seventy five 
miles to Whistler . Ha Ha! Way to go gals, they sure don't make em 
like they used to! 

''s·1 · 1 vertlp by Bill Meilen 

I can turn the stems, 
of dandelions 

~6£11 

S:ILVBBTIP 
~uidin1' Services 

of . 
·CaJrtada 

Gu~ding & Outfitting for Adventure 

Box 2282, Banff, Alberta. 
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-~HARDWARE 
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·HUNTING ROOM! 
932.-2112 . 

~riDW~{) spin the silver petals 
of the moon 
I can seek the heart 
of mountain caves 
and sing the songs 
the coyote knows 

With 411 youl' outdoor needs 

I can breathe 
the daytime flowers 
and wear the cloak 
of midnight stars 

for. I am blessed 
by the Old Ones 
who guard the high rocks 
and measure the dance 
the world is dancing 
for I am Silvertip. 

Shadow Lake, June 1974 
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P461E 12. attracting and 
.--.. ~Ib feeding birds 

·' Most people rarely notice birds; others are stricken by that all-n ~· consuming mania called birdwatching. And there are those who just 
U LJ\.1 like having birds around the place. If you are one of the latter . then 

Squamish Photo 
Shop & Studio 

• Weddings, portraits, commercial 
• Quality photofinishing 
• Supplies and service of most brands 
• Projector and AV rentals 

• . Slide! _film, video productions 

Phone (604) 892-3734 
38028 Cleveland Avenue, P.O. Box 78 

Squamish, B.C. VON 3GO 
Proprietors: Walter & Kirsti Heidman 

this article is for you. 
The successful recipe for attracting birds contains tw o ingredients­

food and shelter. Give the birds enough food and a place to nest, and 
find shelter from danger . and they will do the rest. Unfortunately . 
the well - manicured garden, with its small measure of shelter . is no 
match for an intidy, overgrown. vacant lot in attracting avian tenants . 
However. planting the right shrubs and trees, in the right places . we 
can have a tidy garden and birds too. 

Of course . there is more to attracting birds than planting a few 
sh~ubs in the right place; there is knowing what birds you can attract 
and what attracts them. Coniferous trees provide cover and their 
mature se.ed cones attract Crombills, chickadees, Pine Siskens. and 
Warblers . Mountain Ash and Willow bushes attract insects and insect. 
eating birds. 

The d e sign and construction of your feeder can be eithe r a test of 
your ingenuity or a simple matter of choosing one of the commercial 
types . 

Wood rough- cut· slabs, plywood or planed - is the best building mat~ 

erial; metal should be avoided - particularly in very cold climates. 
Natural materials such as logs, cones and even branches of coniferous 
trees, are ideal. 

Hummingbirds are a welcome guest in the spring and are easily 
attracted by either commercial feeders or a test tube with a :rubber · 
stopper .and a bit of bent glass tubing. Despite the continuing debate about 
the 'right' mix to feed hummingbirds, four parts plain water with one 
part granulated sugar plus a few drops of red food coloring is as good 
a combination as any. 

Next to creating an attractive environment. and providing foodjl 
there are few better ways of attracting birds than with nest boxes. 



There are almost as m a n y r eas ons why p eople fee d bird·s a s the r e 
ar e people feeding birds. M ostly we just w a n t to ' help ' the bir ds - a 
valid r eason but one w h ich fail s to recognize that birds seldom need 
such help. In nature, the la.w of supply and demand is always w o rking 
to balance the number of b i rds (the dema nd)" that occupy an area, a gains t 
the amount of food (the s upply) available . A bird feeder adds to the 
supply and subsequently the demand. So, once started, feeding mus t 
be continued. If feeding is stopped- particularly in severe weathe r = 
some birds will not s u r v ive . 

The food you offer at your fee d e r doe s no t u s ually r e place the n a t = 
ural food of the birds; it supplements that food. Watch th e birds 
at your feeder . T hey don't sit on the feede r and eat a nd eat . They 
come a nd go , fo ragin g fo r h ou rs over their t e rrito rie s for every f ew 
minut e s they s pend at the f eeder. 

But thes e i ssues cloud the real r eason why we feed birds and that 
is bec a u s e birds are fun to w atch. They brin g a new world to our 
w indow. Often . with their curious antics , they allow us to momentar~ 
ily forget our ow n cares. 

Bird feed e rs should ~e situated to provide cover f r om predato rs , 
d e signed to keep cats and s quirr els out (cover post with sheet metal) 
and be visible from inside your house. 

Little expe rtise is requir e d t o build nest boxe s; they ne ed not cost 
a lot and they can be fun to make , All of which makes building nest 
boxes an ide al project for youngsters , 

In his b ook Nest Boxes fo r Bir ds, published by the Canadian Wild­
life Se rvice, W illiam Carrick de scribes a useful formula for calculating 
the d i mens ions 6f a n ·est box for a specific kind of bird , The fo r'mula 
is based on the overall length of the bird, a figure available in most 
fie ld guide, publications. On this basis then, the • • • 
entrance diameter ·= 2 / 3 the length of the bird 
side of ffoor (square) = 21/2 x the e ntrance diamete r 
v ertical d e pth = 2 1/2 x the side of the floor . 

The d e sign of your nest b ox will d e p end on the species you wish to 
attract but seve ral principles pr e vail no matte r what the species. The 
n e st box must b e dur~ble and as w eatherproof as design permits; it 
must b e properly v e ntilat ed, have a removable lid for cleaning and for 
checking the c ontents ; a nd it should have a sloping roof, a nd holes i n 
the floor, fo r d r a inage . Most impo rtant, it must have the proper floor 
area to accommodate the n ext, the young or eggs, and the incubating 
bird. 

Ther e is probably no bette r w a y to attract birds to your garde n than 
w ith a s uppl y of f r e sh clean w a ter. Sparrows warblers a nd thrushes 
find wat e r i rre sistable , Thl:lY bathe , c ool themse l ves , drink, dunk f ood 
a n d g e nerally frolic in i t. Ideally a bath should b e 1/2 11 to 4 11 d eep 
with a rough botto m but even a r u nnin g s pri nkler w i ll attra c t t hem. 

If you don't already know what birds come to y our yard y ou ' ll soon 
want to and f o r this g ood field guide is the Answer . The two standard 
works ar e Pete rson's Field Guide To Western Birds and Birds of North 
America by R obbins Bruun and Z im. 
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We're still in the Ski business ... 
But Summer's just around the corner. 

The Official Olympic Board 

WINDGLIDER 
WINDGLIDER OLYMPIC ONE DESIGN 

$1490. 00 

MIRAGE 
$1168. 00 

TORANADO 3. 9 
$1590. 00 

LESSONS 
RENTALS 

WET SUITS 
DRY SUITS 

Windsurfing Hawaii Acc e ssories 

INTERNATIONAL 
·RACING RESULTS 
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BLACKCOMBE SPORTS 
Boardsailing Club 

MEMBERS RECEIVE: The local use of any 
of our boards for the duration of the 
summer. (Except when rented) 

*lOo/o Discount on any boardsailing 
equipment and accessories. 

* 30% Discount on lessons . · 
*30% Discount on wet suit rentals. 
* Fre e entry into any Blackcombe Sports 

Board.sailing Club sponsored regatta. ·. 

THE FIRST FIFTY PEOPLE WHO JOIN , 
THE BLACKCOMBE SPORTS BOARD­
SAILING .CLUB WILL BE ENTERRED 
IN A DRAW FOR A KAILUA STORM 
SAIL. 




