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As many of our · astute readers w,ill have realized by now the 
Whistler Answer did not publish a pa per in the month of February . 
To many of you I'm 3ure this w as just one more example of the 
"Laissez =Faire" journalism that w e are so often of but in 
fact this could not be further from the truth. The absenc e of an 
issue in this particular month w as in accordance with the Gregorian 
Calendar, had grounds in the ever tenuous world of editor =writer = 
housemate relationships, and was firmly based on the tenet that 
everybody needs a fucking break in the middle of these long hard 
w inters. 

_It was Pope Gregory X II who in 158 2 decreed that the eleven or 
so extra minutes unaccount ed for in each year could no long e r b e 
ignored and gave us the Leap Y e ar . Th e Answ er in it 1 s d esire 
to march right in s t ep with the rest of the univer s e decid e d, after 
muc h d elibe rat ion, to sal ute this astron om ic event b y l e a ping over 
February . in short the appointment b ook l a y fallow f o'r t he entire 
29 d a ys. 

T h ings w er en ' t go ing tha t' s moothly a!lyw a y . The sta ff w a s 
d e t erioratin g rapidly . Kee pin g a ny m o re than one a r ti s tic type 
pointed in th e same dir-ection at the same t ime is d ifficult a t best, 
a n d God know s this sitw.tion can' t b e bes t . Our no r m a lly crack 
crew w as altern ately b e ing lur e d by the b ig city light s , the bo t t le 
and the hospitality industry. But why am I telling you this? We 
d.cm't have to apologize. Do we? 

It seems that the Municipal Council has once again side-
ste pped the issue of employee housing . In a proposal presented 
by the locally owned Mountain Development Corporation a plot 
of land was to be designated employee housing. · Pending approval 

. by Council major employers could impl_ement ·construction plans. 
The Municipality did not respond firmly in any direction but 
stated that they are in the process of expl_oring every alternative. 

This is all and good but as the saying goes "time's a 
wa·stin'" Th e Lift Company presently employs in the neighbor-
hood of 150 people, Black-comb will probably hire up to 100 workers 
for the winter of 80/81 and at a recent Council meeting a representative 
of the pr_oposed 316 room hotel in town center ·estimated that they 
would employ approximately 100 workers. Add to this all the new 
businesses in town center and compound it with the pres e nt 
housing situation and you end up with lotsa people with no place 
to live , · 

Anyone who has spent time around here knows how long 
things take to get done (why is another story) but our marvelo1,1.s 
Town Center that was to be functioning by 1980 is example enough 
to convinc e me that unl e ss Council gets off it's collective ass 
and 'g e ts the ball rolling on employee housing ther e will b e a lot 
of "HELP WANTED" s igns in the vall ey n e xt y ea r . 

Seve :ral people have been inquiring as to the wh e r eabouts of the 
Bosco these days . Highly reliable s o u r c e s have had him as f ar a way 

· as L a k e Louise a n d as close as Vista while s ome characte rs 
with absol utely !1Q knowledge of the B ear 1 s migratory habit s report 
that he's presently residing i n Toronto . (A rumour I c an only 
discredit . ) As to the truth behind this matt e r , I c an ocly nam e 
places w here he isn't . 

IN L O VING M E MO RY O F A GREAT SK I R UN 
Altho u gh Fish E ye wa s a r elativel y short r un , tho se three 

t u:r:ns a nd fiv e tra nsitions m a d e it o n e ofcth e m o st- exciting run s on 
thi s m o unta in . 

It d e m a nd e d fr om a skier, w ill ing t o tak e it a t s p ee d , th e p e r-
f e ct und e rstanding of skiing th eory and th e skill t o put it i nto prac -
tic e " B e cause Fi s h Ey e 1 s change s of' dir ec tiQn were so radi cal, 

horizontal and v e rtic a l, th e sk i e r knew imme dia t e l y if his 
t echniq u e w a s · rig h t o r wro n g " A turn or transi tion c o ul d b e e ffort -
l -e ss and smooth -or it co uld be a wa r to stay uprig h t and out of th e 
tr ee s. A chall e ng e it wa s , a nd in a so c i e ty tha t s e ems d e t e r mine d 
to e l imina t e cha il eng e s fo r- o u r own pr o t e c tion, L1is o ne wi ll b e 
s a dl y mi s s e d . 
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Dear Answer: 

W e 1ve got this prob_lem, maybe you can help us out . 
You see; we want to be locals at Whistler . Well y;e 

know that that isn't an impossibility for most people, but 
we are a bit · differenf. You . see, we are fourteen · years 
of age and' our . parents are basic midple class West Vancouver 
residential type people. Well thr,ough various methods of 
begging,· pleading and blackmail _we manage to get about 40 days 
skiing a year, but this isn't enough . 65o/o of all winte_r 
weekends doesn't satisfy us, · we want to live at Whistler .. 
Because. of our age, ·financial _position etc. , renting a place 
is out of the. question. Our parents · are too old, lazy and/ or 
laid=bac·k to move to Whistler - and <;ommute to the. smoke . · · 
And since no per son in our collection of friends lives at Whistler 
freeloading is ai'so eliminated . So to partially quench our 
thirst to move we ·have the costume of the We 
wander around Hillside Secondary in Sc:;;rels and Vuarnets 
and mutter about merits of long skis. · Now this sor:'t of 
Conver·sation a 'nd appa-rel promotes comments on our sanity 
from the num-erous Grouse Mtn. pas sholder s in our school 
I mean shit, these guys are corning around telling us · that 
since they u,se 170' s we have to as well Also, we have to 
junk our punk· rock glasses and weird boots in exchange for 

and Moon-boots-. 
Well thats about it . What do you think . we should do ? 

Your friends, 

David Opko 
& 

Brian Fournier 

W ell you definitely have a problem. My lawyer, 
advises that the course of I was about to suggest would 
put m -e "in excellent shape for a "contributing to juvenile delin-
quency charge " . Ed. 

Dear F . 

re : Whistler Answer 

You didn't fool us! No way! You stole our ad . 
we retained all ·rights to tha t a d, and we are g oing to make 
you pay. Our lawyer will be contacting yours. Enclosed 
is a copy of the ad w e featured in the November 1968 i.ssue 
of SKIING, if you compare this ad with_ your 1 net 1 ad in 
the Whistler Answer, Volume 3 No. 13, you shall realize 
that they are the same! But possibly we could settle out 
of court; if you send us a y ears subscription of the 
magazine in which the ad appeared for the second time we 
shall drop all charges. Mail "Answer" to our new business 
address listed below. 

Yours truly, 

B ec onta Inc , 
2965 Mathers .. Ave , 
West Vancouver , B. C . 
V7V 2 J7 

Wh ew ! I w as a fraid it was " P l ayboy " catching 
up to that carto on we published in 1977. Your Ansv,; e r is in the 
maiL · Ed . 
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The first days of March witnessed ·a World Cup downhill in 
Lake Louise. The event was signifigant in that Canada is trying 
to become a regular · stop on the prestigious World Cup downhill 
circuit, Calgary is bidding on the 1988 Olympics and Ken Read 
had a good shot at winning the gold medal. 

. ' There is no athle tic event which requires more strength ana 
endurance, concentration, disciplined t echnique a nd courage than 
downhill ski rac_ing. Months of preparation are all put on iine 
in a two minute plunge on rac e day . _ 

The exce ll e nt results shown by the Canadian t e am· over the past 
few years have made the "Crazy C anuc ks" and "Kamika z ,e Kids" 
household names to .the 100 ' million or so Europeans that tune into 
"La Cirque Blanche", the White Circus. Not so in Canada h::>w-
ever, as was illustrated bythe Warden issuing permits into Banff: 
"There Is for ty thousand p eopl e going to some kind of a ski tourn-
ame:O:t or something up there" . , 
, The snow glistens in Rocky Mountain sunshine . 10-12 , 000 
people vie for position alongside the fences . The course is jud-
ge d of middle difficulty by the rae er s but fresh snov.: is a pro-
blem and th e luck of the draw becomes a major factor , Murray 
and Read's early starting position's it doubtful that either 
will w'in, As ever , the Austrians are formidabl-e . They take 6 
our of the first twelve places , the Canadians , three , But the day 
belo:':lgs to an Italian, Herbert Planck, who t_akes advantage .of a 
late starting positon .and turns it into victory. This moves Planck 
from seventh place over the year to third. b ehind Mueller and Read. 

For two minutes the racer matches his cunning against the 
m::>untain and the clock, but hours even days are spent analysing 
and pulling the race apart. Although the entir e C anadian Pr ess 
was represented in Europe by only one journalist, today the throng 
of reporters, photographers and fans converge on Read. Th e 
ambitions a medal starved Canadian public COJ:?e down heav-
l.ly on any hopefuls but R ead remains p e rsonabl e, patient and 

explaining tha t although an Olympic medal would have 
b ee n nice1 his World Cup silver is m::>re indicative of total per -
fo r m ance b e cause it represents races held ove an e ntire year . 

Th e questi_on eventually _gets around to retirem e nt. Is this the 
last race for th e four as a team? Here e nt_er s th e ever pr e s e nt 
world of team politics , If the pr esent ' coaching staff is not rehired _ 
then the fou·r will not ski for Canada next yea r " . There is no depth 
of internatidnal expertice in the C anadian coaching ranks and R ea d , 

· Pddbo'rski, Murray and Irw i n do not have the time to break i n new 
coaches " Give n the · re-hiring of the coaching staff there is -a goo d 
chanc e they will put it a ll tog e ther next year and bring home the 
gold. 

A ski race is successful due to high organization, physic al 
work and m::>r e than a little luck . Whistler h as tried twice but the 
gods must have be e n frowning _ The Village of Lake Louise , th e 
race officials and Molson's are to be congratulated . "They did a 
tremendous job " praised Ritchi e , "Without prev:ious World Cup 
experience, the y r e ad the rule book and prove d that Canada should b e 
a stop on the W o_:ld Cup Tour" . 
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Since 1947, on the Sunday nearest M arch 11, Forbidden Pla-
t eau Ski Area has held their "Kandahar" race. Just 14 miles west 
of Courte nay on Vancouver Island , Forbidden is .one of British 
Columbia's oldest ski area s and _is a g.ood hill, where unusually 
enough, the management likes 'fast skiing . 
This year, the 33.rd running, saw nine Whistler people finish in 
the top t en. The race is open to anyone who wishes to enter , and 
the field consisted of anything from a six y ear old girl on 95 em 
kiddie skis to pseudo-Ke n R eads on coke a nd 223's fr e sh f rom 
Lake Louise. This year over 100 people .entered, with Veter-ans 
(over ·40) running first a nd guys ove r 16 running last. 

The winner of last year's rac e, Paul Manson (no relation to 
Charles, though if Charlie skied, he would ski like Paul) won 
a gain this y ear . Manson ' s time of 1:21 fro.m l a st year, (a cours e 
r ecord ) w a s ' eas ily broke n b y a ll top 10 finish e rs. S e cond Pla c e 
through lOth was held by Whistlerite s, variously represe·nted by 
Jim McConkey's Ski School, Rental Shop, locals, and Whistle r 
Ski Team members . 

Though not a technically dema nding· rac e, it w a s fairly fa st 
i n parts . Forbidde n loc a ls. cla im a length o f 1. 25 miles f o r the 
c ours e , but a 65 m.p.h. a v e r a g e i s bit high c ons i.d e iing the t o p 
is relat1vely shallow with big rolling bumps. Only in· the finai 
long schuss; would some r ace rs approach 60 m.p.h . Elwyn 
Rolands reports that, by far, the most difficult portioq of the 
cours ewas g e tting to the Island ! "Afte r a gaud awful wait there 
just wasn ' s e nough gas to drive it on the boa t so , against the f e r-
ry attendants b e st wishe s, it wa_s pushe d on, Of cours e bat-
t ery wa s dea d when it came time to get off sq , ... .. ! " 

Next y ear, Forbidden plans to include a series of G. S . 1 s to 
combine with the downhill, and once again all skiers are welcome. 

l. Paul M a nson 
2, John Clothie r 
3. I a n V e rche re 
4. I a n Bunbury 
5 . Ric h a rd Granh olm 
6 . Da v e Roba r d s 
7 . Curt is Chri s t i a n 
8 . Elwyn Rowl a n ds 
9. Sha wn Hug h s 

10 . 240 Gordie 

111 s ec: 79 
111 s e c:84 
112 s e c:28 
112 s e c :49 
11 3 s ec : 33 
11 3 s e c: 70 

.11 3 sec : 76 
114 s e c : 32 -
114 s ec : 51 
114 sec :68 

HoURS: MoN-FRI 
4 
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Winter hawk stalwarts B r .ad Flint and Lyl e T y sick gea r 
up for the HSML hockey final s starting March 19 . Brad models 
a new prototype protecti ve device currently undergoing study 
at the Winterhawk training complex . 

The Whistler Winterhawks playe d to a 2-2 draw against P em-
b e rton in the Squami.sh Civ ic Centre this Sun day 0 It wa s th e last 
g a rne of the 79-80 season for th e hockey jocks and with it they 
narrow!'y cinched a first place finish in th e Howe Sound M ens 
Leaque, "A" D ivi sion . 

The boys open their b e st 2 o ut of 3 s e mi-final s e r i es this 
day , M arch 19 at 9 :15 p " m . against the 4th e Truc kers in Squa-
misho P emberton h a s not b een a bl e to offer conpetiti on this 
s ea son due to the a bs e nc e of a n out standing g o a ltender . He v.:as 
a bl e to m a k e it this Sunday and very nearly deprived Whistl e r of the 
division titl e . Joh n Robinson was able to b e at him with a goal in 
the seco?d half, and Tom H a nson got lucky i n th e second half . 
Gr e g "the trigger " Pritc h a rd , who played a strong game , a nd 
Bria n Ve itch were held scoreless despite m'lny exc e l -
l ent opportunitie s. P e mbert o n " ca m e to pla y " and score d twic e on 
Doug Young w h o cam e through with a nother one o f h is fine efforts 
to maintain the 2-2 draw 0 

The big g e st conc e rn ofcoach Da n Paul, a s the . tea m pre pa r e s 
for this semi-final series , is a ll the n e w s n o w a ccumulating on t he 
mounta in thes e pa st f e w da.y s. All this whi te shi t c oul d l eave t he 
l a ds skating a rourid on wobbly wheels , 

· Th e' s e cond game of the s e mi--fina ls is on W e dne sda-y, M a r c h 
26 a t 9:15 p . m , a nd the thi r d, if n ecce ssa ry , gam e is Sa turday the 
29th a t 9:1 5 p . m. 

Good luck guy s a nd I hope you g o all th e w ay and cream t h o s e 
n a sty Floor man i n the finals! 

8u!U"'t CAA'Z.Y HI\AAY 

'-.._ . 
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PROBLEI\lS ASSOCIATED WITH 
&3 
by 

Robert 
Being stoned or drunk is a pretty common condition for a lot of 

people in this valley. After a long period of steady use one learns 
to function quite normally in this state. For the mor·e occasional 
and often the constant user of these pleasant vices there are a few 
problems <that can creep up. In this artiCle I'll name a few I've 
run across in my experiences. 

. . 

ProbablY. the most cpmmon disadvantage of smoking grass is 
.mem·ory lapse . Marijuana neatly short:-c:ircuits the brain' s ability 
to concentrate and focus its awareness. Thoughts race along inside 
the mind or meander about at random like little kids and puppydogs . 
This can lead to some embarrassing situations; for instance . 
making a phone calL Between the dialing . the ringing . and the · 
answer it's quite while stoned, to forget who calling. 
Suddenly the pa'rty answers with "Hello? II I and your_mind is blank. 
rnv·e found that the best way to handle this is to say, 

"Yes, who would_ you like to speak to?", · or, if you're not used 
to ,being .that polite, simply say "What do you want? 11 Whatever 
their reply is, answer "I'm sorry, you must have the wrong num':>er' ' 

;it 

Then hang up quickly. 
Forgetting names ha'ppens alot when stoned . Lil.ce at a 

party and you introduce yourself to a lady you'd like to chase but 
you forget her name almost mainly because you were 
admiring her bre_asts when she told you. A way around this problem 
is to start calling her "darling". Unfortunately this 
only works if you're very goodlooking or rich. If you're short and 
ugly like me carry a pen and write her n-ame on your forearm • . 

Babbling · 
Grass tends to make one babble . ·or the opposite 9 ·you clam up 

in an advanced state of paranoia . The latter is very rare but 
possible . An example •.•• you 1ve finally got a date with the lady 
you ' ve been lusting after for so l ong that Peter has worn a hole in 
your pants trying to get out.. You decide to smoke a joint to' relax 
before picking her up. 'In your distracted state you mistake your 
baggie of homegrown for the stash of Columbian save d for special 
occasions . When you finally arrive at her place (an hour late) you 
are so bomb e.d you can hardly speak, let alone think .of som e thing 
·to say . You remain in embarrassed silence for tw o hours the n 
blurt smt nonsensical babblings the rest of eve ning . N e )(:t 
time you call her she invariably has an excuse for not seeing you. 
like , "I w ant to visit my sister" , whom she lives with. 

Drunk 
. Gett ing drunk cr e ates more p rob l e ms of eve r y k ind tha n any 

o.ther fun activity. One of the mJ st obvious problems is dr i v i ng . 
A few drinks does no f nece s sarily make driving all that physically 
dangerous but it does m ake b e i ng s to p p e d by the rules hazardous . 
With madde n ing regular ity thre e or mo re beers make s ."Good · 
evening, officer '" come out " Good eneving, occifer" •· And i t s o ut 
of car and walk a straight line while looking at the s t ars and 
touching your nose . Or ·some such nonsense. 

When caught very drunk one should not be asked to do anything 
more than find his ass with both hands . 

B ei'ng drunk on a · date is a potential wipeout . You run the risk 
of driving off the road, getting your ass thrown in jail by the cops, 
or losing the car keys , all of which means your has to hitch= 
hi,ke home , any pas sibility of romanc·e . 



·sex 
There are many pleasant aspec ts .of being stoned while making 

love, 1°m sure everyone under 40 is aware of them . But a few 
disadvantages c an crop up. Like time distortion, T irrie definitely 
eJ.ongates while stoned. One intense minute can seem like an hour, 
which c an le a d to "You're not finished already, are you?" . 

. B ooze c an definitely be a liability when it cbmes to bedroom 
activities . The biggest , or smallest problem so to speak, is j:hat 
beyond a certain quantity of alcohol Peter rises to a 
soft- on and no further . A soft-on is like a partially broken tool, 
it's ther E:! but very hard to work with . 

If you 1re very drunk and in a large bed you c an expe rie nc e 
difficulty finding · the partner . Particularly if you' re so drunk you 
c an' t distinguish the floor from the bed . 

The greate·st danger of being too drunk is the ever present 
possibility of throwing up all over the b ed . I'm assuming that even 
the worst d r unk can 'a void his or her partner." Throwing up during 
the action makes it highly im,:nobable you will be invited back. 

Drinking large quantities of beer or wine before lovema king 
leads to freque nt interruptions for a pee. If Peter is still funct.ion-
ing then you have the choice of pe e ing all over the wall some tw o 
three fee t above your head a nd soaking yourself with smelly splashes, 
or concentrating intense ly for five minutes on the '68 drive for . 
the pennant to bring Peter down to an accepta ble angle for a shot into 
the toilet bowL Anothe r is t o step outside, which in 
Whistler c r e ate s tw o problems: on e, it imm ediately sets thr e e or 
more larg e dogs barking and/ o r nosing your ass and balls in c u r = 
ios i ty ; two, its damn cold h e r e at m idnig ht for eight month s o f the 
year and on crawling bac k into bed your partner screams at your 
icy feet and quickl y retreats to the far corne r of the bed . 

One more technique to handling this probl em is a pot, (take one 
from the kitchen) pla ced beside the bed . But again there 1 s P e t e r's 
angl e . If one is not an adept yogist he will 'end up spraying the w alls, 
any clothes, shoes, and socks laying around; his partner and him-
self, It takes a very sweet di s positi oned woman to s ee t he h umor i n 
this , 

Physiolog ical Effects 
One mus't consider the physical effects of booze and grass on the ' . body. Grass makes your mind a little the way that old -

fashioned drug a c id used t o do .. Grass m akes the c ells of your bra in 
expan d so you' r e able to take in more sen sory inpu t . 
ly. this c auses a drop i n y our jud gement ability . A s I ment i oned 
earlier, gras s a nd booze dist urbs tge concentrat ion and focus of y our 
mind. This ability to fo c us one' s t h oughts is r e f e rr e d t o by t e ·ena ger s 
a n d h eavy d o p e= smokers as being nar rowminded. In you 
b ecome a little ga- ga . • " • 

But , like a flower after it blooms, the mind wilts . 
in the static state of mind so common after smoking or 

"W do you want to do tonight, man? " 

Leaving one 
drinking, 

TELEPHOIVE 

I MAG.( 
* Single Scene America E\1 E tJT,..S 

Bo)( 342.4-7 STAT ION'.P' 
8<.· '16'1 4NS 

____ ;._ ,*" 

EVERY )110tJJIA'( Nt6HT 

EXOT\C SHOWS 
"Aw, I 'm kinda wiped, I think I'll watch the tube, Star Tre'k's 
Grass and booze gives your blood sugar a big boost, the same 

effect as sugar . This brings the pancreas into action secre ting 
l arge amounts of insulin to neutralize the ove rdos e of b l ood sugar, 
.making it drop b e low normaL This is what causes th e b l ahs.. C onstant 
us e of grass and booze (and sugar ) makes th e pancreas get awful 
bitchy . Then it starts to malfunction. This leads to an inte r 'e sting 
situation where you're 28 and you r pancreas is 52 . 

Everyone knows how booze k ills brain cell s . They pop out 
like 1 i ght bulbs, Of your brai n i s lit up like Hong Kong at 
midnight so a few thousand light bulbs now and the n doesn ' t s eem 
to make much difference', However , over a l ong period of time the 
bra in w ill p robabl y begi n to r esembie b ombe d o ut L on don- a f t er the 
Luftwaffe rai ds, 

It m .1st b e a ll tha t g l ass from broken light b ulbs t h a t gives me 
thos e rotte n hangovers , 

Gra ss c auses th e m i nd to b l oom whi ch l eads to· s t unn i ng r evelations , 
It s quit e pos s'ible to se e th e w o r l d in a grain of sand w h ile s toned. 
Th e hard p a r t is to b e coherent about it i n a way that makes others 
inre r e ste d . in your r e v e l a tion s , 

---------- ------
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It used to be that if you saw anyone with cross-country skis 
on the Mountain he was e ither very lost or not firing on all eight 
cylinders. These days, however, the r e are more and m .ore p eo ple 
cruising the Gr een Chair , attacking mogul fields or even skiing 
the likes of Shale Slopes, with only skinny skis, soft leather boots 
and three pin bindings . 

My first reaction was send for the boys in whit e but after 
a little thought and a hours off the beaten track on my own 
cross countrys the smug look of satisfaction on the faces of the s e 
backcountry skiers began to intrigue me·, I mean, there was a 
pre - Saloman day, when men where men and skiers strapped their 
f ee t onto s e v e n feet, ten inches of hickory ski and threw them-
selves down mountains . No runs, no patrols, not even any Round 
House. 

The e merg e nce of cross =country downhill is du e to several 
fac t ors. Th e r e is a surge of expert al pine skiers who have dis-
covered th e spell of hack country skiing but are reluctant to give 
up the joy of a downhill run. Advanc es in equipment d es ign h ave 
given us light , durable touring skis run well , edge on hard 
snow, turn eas ily and even carry spee d stably , Today's boots 

·are feather light, flexible fore and aft for efficient ski striding 
and torsionally stiff enough to control skis in any snow , The 
advent of th e heal locators has given the skier added lateral 
support while not l ocking the heal to the ski. 

The granddaddy of all ski turns, the Telemark,is ironically 
the hot child of the modern back country skier. This graceful 

is practica:lly as old as skiing itself but was put :lnto m<1th 
balls with th e ad,vent of rigid fiberglass boots and locke d heal 
bindings, Although the alpine skier will find the turn at 
first h e will soon lea rn it 1 s str ength, stability and grace. 

A tel e mark turn can b e compar ed loosely to the 
involved in turning a bycicle. The front ski ·(or wheel) is the pr-ime 
or initial factor in the turn while the following ski complete s the 
turn. As l ong a s the front ski is tu rned in relation to the rear, you 
turn . Th e follow ing, or uphill ski tip is placed roughly a t th e boot 
of th e front ski creating, in effec t , a long , continous, and variable 
side cut, 

Becaus e one ski follows th e other , the T elemark turn's great-
advantage is in crud or breakable c rust, wher e a thin path is 

carved through the snow rather than trying to push as ide th e snow 
with brut e force , With one ski behind the other 1 th e skie r is very 
stable for and aft. 

But 11m ge tting carried away ! I can't begin to d e scribe the d e f -
ferent types. of turn.s and t e chniques possible . C l early th e limits of 
loos e hea l, light weight skiing h a s notbeen reached. Todays b a ck 
c ountr y is d e v e loping the sport as he goes a long borrowing 
tricks fr·om the oldtimers a s well as th e modern alp:.ne racer . 
E l e m ents · of the open link turn, stem and step turn and anticip a tion 
are a ll raw material to be comb i ned and refined .. 



A greater choice of conditions and terrain are to . the wild-
erness skier simply b ecause he is not lim.ited to an established 
ski area . By using maps and a guide b•ook g,eod skiing can be found 
on the driest of snow years in alpine meadows or permanent 
fields . . An -icy ski resort can m ·ean perfect touring in the ·· 
next valley.· In the C oastals we can have .our cake and eat it as the " 
best touring occurs when the llfts have shut down and the sprig 
sun compacts the snow. 

But what it all comes ·down to is ''gravity power 11 • You eith-' 
er- pay .your money and move to the back of the lift line or dis-
cover the skiipg that is. opening up due to. the and 
of light touring gear. 

John Anderson carves a T e l e rnark turn through Spring 
corn snow Whistler Mounta in . 

If your interested in learning how to turn skinny skis get in _ 
touch with Tony at Fitzsimmon1 s Ski School (932 - 3III ) in Whistler . 
They guarantee improvement! In Vancouver ABC Adventures 

at 549 Howe Street offer lessons in all aspects of Moun-
tain touring. If you'd rather read about it and work on it your- · 
self I suggest Cross- Country DownHill and other Nordic Tech-
niques by Steve Barnett, Pacific Search Press) although ther e 
are many different book& currently on the shelves that Im sure 
wil give you the information y ou ne e d . 

For instance, there's the mind boggling theory th.at our solar 
system , the planets circling the sun, is just like an atom with ele-
ctrons circling a proton , The solar systems p_lay with each other 
t o make galaxies , like atoms bin_d to form molecules , Our galaxies 
harmoniously make up our universe ll like · molecules form into ·cells , 
And these similarities go on in£ initely in different dimensions of 
time and space , Therefore our solar system might just be a tiny 
piece of the ass - end of some cockroach in another dimension, In 
which case we are in danger of being stepped on and squashed· this 
very minute. 

A great _theory from an stoned min'd but I hav e yet 
to see this revelation presented convincing-ly enough to appear in 
Scientific American. 

The end result of this article is to .prove, beyond doubt, that 
grass real_ly does cause babb-ling . 
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Chapter I 

The. sign on the door read Dan Bisonette Private Eye but 
it was Jung1s theory of chance or perhaps Einstein's relativity , 

.who could tell, it was pretentious enough scanning t he morning 
Sun . Ther e was a he"p.dline buried on page six of the second 
section that read: Stiff in the Rain. I was just to the part 
where th e coroner h a d put him in a wic:ker basket . at 5 a . m. 
when the phone jangled. 

It was a Mrs . -Nora Millerich in W e·st Point Grey, seems 
she 'd lost a cook las t night and would I come over immediately. 
This had to be a wrong number but mayb e. a guy should consult 
the I Ching. 
11 They put him in a wicker basket at . . . 11 she h e sit a t ed , holding 
back the tears. 
11Be right over dolls 11 , I slammed the receiver into it's c radle 

Tpere ought to be a law against a ll · the farme rs coming 
to market on the same d a y but then that s trade and commerc e 
in Big Van. A lingering f og hung like a tubercu.lar cough 
from building to building, and the sailbo a ts rocked · at the ir 
mpurings in the harbou.r . I fought the traffic over the 
B urrard St. Bridge and tacked from south to we st a nd the 
Point Gr e y exit 

There was only one car. parked in the block I wanted and 
I pull"e d my _h e ap up well past , then walked back to check it out 
T h ere . was a registration form ab ove the steering w h e e l on the 
drivers blind. .The owner was a Sam Fitzgerald , a reporter 
for the Herald , so the press was in on the act . 

There was a full a cre of lawn with a couple of founta ins 
and several s tatue ttes engaged · in some X - r a t e d ac tivitie s . A 
walk on the swell side up to one · of tho se b eautifully d ec a y e d 

in white with brown ' basebo ard . Ther e was a bulldog , 
a .butler and a pa ns ey mailman chewing th e rag on the f ront 
s t eps. 11C ? me on _c:: rack11 I said to the butler and held him \lP 
by t lie tuxe do so that his feet dangled in the a i r like a kid on 
the monkey bars . 

11 You brute 11 crie d the postie a nd bega n to fla il a way a t m e 
with a b ag full of junk • m a il. 

The bulldog managed to sink his into th e b a ck o f 
my leg a nd still growl ferociously. A little indulgent I thought 
but then the door swung o pen a nd Sammy F itz ge r a ld steppe d 
out w ith a beautiful E n g li s h 

11 Looks like C ol ebrook i n a l ic en s e d pr em is e s 11 , 1 h e c h id e d . 
11 Mr . Bi s one tt e; .d o you m i n d 11 , int one d M rs . N ora M i ll e_r ich 



. I her down an open beamed h allway a n d in to a 
study where a was crackling behind a screen She sat on 
an a u t u mnal square d divan and motiont-d me- to a matchin g 
pit·ce th e other side ci a polishf',d . m a h o'gany coffee table 
Sh e w as . publ i c school all the way a n d the shooting s h e r r y 
th e yarn we nt so m e thin g like t h is. 

H er a nd th e old m a n owne d the Granny Muffin s hop in 
th e False Cree k marina. The guy th e y ' d found dead the. night 
b e for e was a Chines e bake r by th e namC;> of Wo Tu and had 
b een in the ir e mploy for s e v e-ral years . Some on e had wanted 
som e information and had mad e- W o Tu 1 s last night a long , 
long night . 

I took a small retain e r and was dow'n th e full a c re sans 
mailman, butler and bul1dog . The y'd towed my jallopy away 
but down th t:> str e et came Fitzg erald from the Herald . 
"Liste n wise guy, I only be e n in there . . " I started . 
"I n e ver called them. h e re I ' ll givt-' you a lift" ; h e c oughed 
and hacke d a couple of times . 
"S1the matte r . th e e ditor short of fill?" I went for _ my two bits. 

H e was a potatoe faced littl e guy with ears that' stood 
out beneath his hat and a mustache so light in color you kept 
looking to see if it was r eally there or not th e r e at all A 
likeabl e e nough guy. h e worked th e city beat and stuck with 
the second section by line s . W e figur e d the Millerich's to b e 
Cl e an but W<·mt to stake out thf' Muffin Shop for lack of a lead 

The place closed at nine that e vening and w e sat until 
w e ll past th e n. with the sandwiche s , coffe e and the odd pull 
from a silveT flask h e had stashed b e neath the seat The 
rain b e gan again and th e fog to roll in off th e ocean 
and across Fals e Creek . Th e scribe drumme d his fingers 

· that hung from the corn"'r of his mouth . 
"Think I'll take a. look" . I figured out loud 
"Fo rg et it Bisonette" h e said as· th e cigarette arce ·d out th e 
window and into a cold puddl e by the ' sidewalk . Fitzgerald 
reach(•d for another , started th e m otor and pull e d from the 
curb. "China t own " , h e said . 

Chapte r II : 

Traffic was light a ll thl' wa.y down Main StrPe t; past the 
r a ilway yards, industria l Sl' Cliun, and sleasy hotels with 
their draft r ooms and iron fire escape s . W e pulkd l eft on . 
P e nd er and circled th f' three or four blocks of Chinatown 
proper; souvenir shops full of ea rrings and r e staurants 
with gr ee n neon dragons and half wheeled rickshaws. Then 
back across Main until h e found th e addrc s s amongst th e 
d e r e lict rooms and tenaments . 

"Wo Tu' s plac t• " h e pointed at a n unmark e d doorway and 
lit anoth er cigarette . coughed a nd h ac ked a couple of times 
"You ain't comin_g in I take it" . 
"Nope just riding shotgun" . · 
"Smart · guy" , I s a id a nd h a nd e d him my 38 

Th e r e was a_ market still open with d'uck a nd rabbit 
carcass upside down in the window . They'd be en skinned and 
didn 1t exactly make th e mouth water. _I bumped in.t o a trash 
can and sent a stray cat meowing into the darknPss b e yond 
th e street lamp . That made thr ee live s in danger as I slippt·d 
through th e d oo rway and up a rickety set of wooden stairs . 

A dim bulb hung from an electrical . cord at th e l a nding 
and I made my way down a long hallway with the s'mell of 
stal e cooking and clack clack of a m .1 jong game in progn· ss. 
209 was locked but easy _ to jimmie. th e light switch dicln 1 t 
work but I pulled a flash fr om my pocket a nd st e pp ed iQtO 
tht> room . Someone laid a sap h ard agains t th e si d e of my 
h e ad. just abov"' and b ehind my Pa r . 

The sunburst shadow s of th t-> r e el night sen t m e cra shing 
down a volcan o of mo lt e n lava . I awo k e i n th e a sh es . ti e d 
to a b e d w ith a hot wat e r b o ttl e abov e m E' a nd drop s 
uf wat e r . . pi ng .. pmg ac r oss . m y fo r e h ead . Thr ee ,C hin ese 
hovered around me and waited for t he pin ba ll m3.chine to 
tally thf' score. 
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"So Mr. Bisonette" ·one . began · "pearl diving tonight?" 
"Untie me and I'll put you through the rinse cycle" ,. I snarled 
"Try to be more civilized" he said and touched his hand·s 
together. 
"What are_ you jabbering about ? " I asked like the ventriloquists 
helper . 

. ' Ping! Ping! He was jabbering about a missing pearl, a 
hundred thou_sand dollars worth of 13th century Tang dynasty -
pearl. But that didn't matter The Tong wars , down 
from generation to Ping! W o Tu jumps ship, 
disa·ppears . No money matter, Charig Tong loose face if 
Cheng Tong gets pearl. Ping! Cough! Cough! 

It was Fitzgerald from the Herald . He stood in the 
half light of the ·doorway with a frown on his face and the . 38 

· sticking out from u?der a 1 folded newspaper. 
"Aw right" he .said, "the party's over" . 
"Where have you been" I nearly wept "on holidays ? " 
"Like the guard said to the con" he whispered "clubs are trump". 
"Aaaaeeeaaaahhaaa!" 

. Chapter JII: MtJttdo 9iz.al'1'4 
I dmno how we got out of there or how we got hom e, 

it was all a bad dream: Kung fu artists chopping people into 
tiny pieces , San Andreas fault and all the water in the world , 
the little guy with the.· potatoe face and the big lapels. I went 
out for a stroll in the afternoon and as luck would have it the 
sun broke through in long_ hazy shaft s beside the shoreline. 

Aye me hearties , the smell of the salt sea air and the 
whitecaps in the bay, Even the seagulls 1 sang in key enough 
to lift the spirits from this veil of t .ear s . I had to shake my 
head a bit , obv iously the sap still had me a little 
There was the scribe in f ron t of my place with the motor 
running. 
"Danny , have I got a stot:y for you" ,· he coughed enthu-siastically . 
"I'm working on a divorce case", I mumbled. 
"Get in" he reached over and popped open the passenger door . 
"The Holiday Inn", I . said "gotta take some photos". 
"I where the -pearl is", he slapped his leg and hit the 
pedal . 

He t os s e d a rec eipt over that read: " Two hundred date 
and raisin muffins . Ladies of the Hadasa Bazaar P .N . E . 
Agredome March 15 , 1980". 
"So .. . " I watche d him reach for his roll your owns . 
"Ah s o", he held one finger in the air and began his s p eil. 

He'd b'een out to see Nora Millerich again and yes Jeeves 
sends his bes t wishes and yes Wo Tu did have a thing with 
pearls; jaw breakers that is. With. every big batch of muffins 
sold W o Tu would bake a jaw breaker into one of them, an<) 
whoever got the muffin wi,th the "pearln · would find happiness 
and good fortune . Yes he'd checked the rec e ipts for the week 
and this h a d to be it·. We double parke d on Hastings and rushe d 
for the turnstiles. 

There were a thousand or so old birds in the s anctuary, 
each one , of them dressed up · like an Edsel showroom in Florida 
The paste l lame hip huggers doing overtime, sequined gowns , 
silk with b9ld slashes of Van Gogh mania and a Z ulu 
godde ss with six or eight a lternating gold and s ilver necklaces 
a bove a n ·ample busom . 
"Which way to the Home and Bake sale ? " questioned F itzgerald 
"Right this way", she cooed with motion in the backfield . 

W e pushe d on through the rummage tables stacked with 
)J.Sed clothing, . a ppliances , toys a nd-fabricS . It was a mad din 
of s h rieking h awk s , buzzards, a nd macaws mixe d with a 
jungle bargain fever and the smell of expensive eau de cologne 
"What are we doing here ? " I s a id at the back of the hall 
"Think I 'll try a muffin", speculated m y p a l. "No , perhaps 
this one h e r e ", he caught the drif t "or thi s one" 
"Mr .. Bisone tte, would you ? " h e said handing m e one . 

T h e p a p e r b egan to fly, the m uffins b egan to crumble, 
d a t es, raisins, muffin crumb s . "No', perhaps this one here" , 
h e a tta cke d agal.n a nd aga in. The ol d doll b e hind the table 
mad e the• mistake o f sel ecting one h erself. 
"Gimmie that l a dy" , h e snatche d it from h er, and she l e t go a 
shriek like an opera singer sitting down in a cold outhou s e . 
" I got it", I hollere d a nd tossed it into my mouth just a s a 
big mitt s l appe d m e on the shculder .-



"Let' s go downtown_" , L ieutenant Haw thorn g r ow led . 
"Not m e. I 'm with Fotherin gham here" , I plead e d and rolled 
the sphere around in my · mouth . 
"Outa her e you ink s t aine d w retc h " , he told Fitzge rald . 

I got i t b e tw e e n the dentur e s and bit down hard . 
" Crack !" 
''Too b a d " , Fitzge rald shook his head . 

Chapter rv: :Nne 
It was down in the basement , the coldest room in the ' 

whole joint; ' two hard wooden chairs , an arbourite topped table , 
a single 'light w,ith a metal shade two feet above us He w a s 
a tough old bull , a yard and a half :vide at the shdllders a n d 
no trace of taper th;rough the fram e . The brush c ut was a 

g r e y , th e nose b e nt h e r e and over a ve ry dark 
five o' clock sha do'Y We played cat a nd rnou s e f o r thr ee hours , 
fir s t t he guy , then the hard line . 
"Have a :. s moke" . l-

"I _ don ' .t know a nything about a pearl" _ 
"Yo u d on't k n ow " , he slammed a f ist down 
"I dunno" . 
"Y ou dunno", h e slammed the oth e r fist down . 

·-H e pu shed the chair back so hard it· fell over , stomped 
o v e r t o me and g rabb e d me by the s'hirt. He pulle d m e up · 
out of the c h a ir t ill we n os e t .o nos e . 
" B i s onet te" h e s aid "I g ot a h e lluva c ol d I hope you'r e catching . 
G e t outta h ere " . H e slamme d m e b a ck down a nd pointe d t o the 
door. 

I wanted to say it but I d idn't - I grabb e d a tax i to 
s place in -K itsilano . He lived on Fourt h in an olq 

brownst one walk up I coul d see f r om the stree t ther e w as a 
light on so I rushe d up the stair s and knocked at his door 
"I g-ot e m " , h e grinne d . 
"Smart guy" , I s_a i d " smart guy . , Any trouble?" 
"W e ll I h a d to break in t h e Muffin Shop" , he shrugged his 
shoulders . · 
"For a hun d red g rand" I s aid , "bla m e it on a h a bit" _ 

He p u t th e B r a:nd enb'urg C o ric e rto o n "l:h e s t ere o s e t , lil 
a nic e lit t l e fire in th e pulle d a jug o f r y e from a: 
panelled cupboard a nd we · sat a t the k i t chen t a ble . T he r e wer e 
Wo Tu' s jaw breake r s, all tw o thousand o f them in a hu gh glass 
candy jar . 
"R eady ? " h e 
" R eady" , I s_a id a nd r each e d fo r a handful. 

W e .sat the r e m o s t of the n i ght rolling and tw i s t ing and 
biting down hard. Crack! " Too bad", coughed F i t zgerald . 
Rolling and twisting and lic'ki:ng and s ucking and biting d9w n h a rd . 
C r ack! - t h ing s were going ove r the e d ge a ga in. Crack ! 
"Too b a d" . He looke d a wful and r eache d for anoth e r c hoake r 
C rack ! H i s tongue was bla ck, his t eeth , lip s , mus tache w e r e 
a ll black . Crack! To o b a d . 

I took a pull of ry e a nd felt sic k as a kid the d a y past 
Halloween . W e w e r e m ayb e a third of the way down the j a r 
a nd rn'y. m 0uth felt like the d entist was an ex- jackh a mme r 
o per a tor in dr a g . T h e little g u y g o t a Ford . h e jump e d up -and 
turne d the w hol e jar over on the tab l e · I l u rched forward 
t ryin g to ke e p th e m from s p i lling onto the floor He gr a bb e d 
one t h e n ano th e r toss i ng' the m on e b y one ove r his shoulde r _ 
int o the s ink, t he hallw ay, the fish t a nk 
" The w e i ght" , h e screamed 
" The whl. ", I shook my h ead . 
" I g o t it' ' , he shoute d following his hand int o th e pass a g e _w ay 
betwe e n the. kitch e n a nd livingroom . I watche d him p o p it into 
his m out h and r oll it from side to side, a r ound a nd a rouncL and 
around . H e bent down low like _a -discus thr<>wer the n jumped 
up a nd bit down h a r d ! He s t o od s tr a ight again and b e tw e e n hi s 
b l a c k t eeth h e h e l d a b eautiful white pearl. 
" L e t' s go see Mr. Chan g " . J said and t h r e w h i s coa t a t him . 
W e pulle d q p e n t h e d oo r a nd lik e t h e con m u s t have t o l d t h e 
g u a r d : the r .e h e w a s . 
" Aw b u t L i e ute nant" -bega n Fit zgerald ( r om the H e r a ld . 

boys " , h e growl e d "hand it ove r " . 
H e· h u ng ou t h i s big mitt a nd Lord Tan g's pearl 

_d isappear e d like a s now flak e on a long s tr e tc h of 
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JWEEKLY ENTERTAINMENT! 
'lN THE ' ' f?r 

This month's Working Class column is· dedicated to all 
those people who ac:;tually m :=1ke it work. Sure, we know that 
the boys in the front office ma.ke a lot of important phone calls, 
haye to attend boring luncheon meetings and occasionly go as 
far as to don their winter boots· for that long journey up the 
mountain. I suppose they have to reassure themeselves every 
now and then that it's actually happening and those memos from 
the Alpine Office aren't full on fiction. B .. ut lets face . it, we know 
who really keeps it rolling. 

• 
With dll youl' outdoor . 

YouR Exc.t..UStVC . 
. Jrli. 

'DEALER 
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SONG OF THE GONDOLIER 

. We are the happy lifties 
Our smiles are bright and keen 
B u t though we work in skiing-biz 
Our skis we ' ve neve+:" seen -

A bright salute. to start the day 
G ood Morning to you Mister Turkey 
And on our way throughout the day 
Our brains growing ever so murkey 

We push the cars till we see the st'ar s 
.We l oad the Hexel hoard 
But it's not as though we're slaves you know 
At least slave s get room and board 

On busy days we drag ourselves 
We must ignore the ladies 
W e must work h ard a n d fa s t 
T o buy a new Merc e d es 

But I'm n o t bitter the liftie says 
_His puckered body straining 
Didn't they tell us 'bout the fun we'd have 
B ack there in liftie trai ning ? 

A n d ·a happy l obotomy to you a ll! ! 

found in a g ondola c ar and signed: ..... --...... ___ ...., _____ __ 
the unknown liftie 
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