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Skunk Cabbage 
• 
1n Has Friends 

Low Places ... 
May 20, 1992 

Dear Whistler Council: 

We are writing to ask 
that council officially 
adopt the skunk cabbage 
as the municipality's offi­
cial plant. 

As you may already 
know. the skunk cabbage 
is a prolific plant here in 
Whistler. and is extremely 
hard. if not impossible. to 
ignore. At this time of the 
year it is difficult to travel 
one hundred yards on the 
Valley Trail without 
appreciating its many 

splendors. One would 
have to be visually 
impaired or olfactory dis­
advantaged to ignore the 
magnificent skunk cab­
bage. 

One may question 
whether Whistler is in 
need of an official plant. 
We believe that as a com­
munity we need symbols 
that represent who we are 
and where we live. The 
province of British 
Columbia has the dog­
wood as its official flower . 
and this has been a very 
successful choice. If the 
maple can stand as a sym -

bol for Canada and the 
dogwood for B.C .. surely it 
follows that the noble 
skunk cabbage can carry 
the banner for Whistler. 

One must keep it mind 
that a large rodent. a 
marmot more specifically, 
has been taken on as an 
animal symbol for 
Whistler. A skunk cabbage 
would be consistent with 
this lovable creature. 

The skunk cabbage has 
already made an appear­
ance this spring on the 
cover of a noted Whistler 
magazine. and I believe 
that there is a consider-

Rafting With The Most Experienced River Guides In Whistler 
•2 hour trips (3 daily) 
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• half day •full day & 2 day 
•Hell-rafting & Flatwater Float trips 
Call: 932-3522 or write: Box 202 Whistler, B.C. VON lBO 

able ground swell of sup­
por t for the S.C. as 
Whistler's official plant. It 
would be prudent for 
council to choose the S.C. 
now as Whistler's official 
plant. and save everyone 
the time and effort of 
starting petitions and 
packing council meetings. 
Remember. people who 
like the skunk cabbage 
are voters too. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Colebrook. 
Nigel Protter. 
Charlie Doyle, 
Grant Lamont 

The Whistler Answer has 
joined forces with the Alta 
Lake Botanical Society in an 
overdue attempt to have the 
Skunk Cabbage recognized 
as Whistler 's official plant. 

The matter has been pre­
sented to town council, and 
we will keep you posted to 
further developments and 
progress. We will push this 
to the max, and apart (rom 
recognizing Whistler 's 
favourite plant, perhaps 
we'II get an insight into how 
council does or does not 
w ork. 

Should council become 
intransigent and not pro­
claim the plant official, sup­
porters will be called upon to 
help form and organize The 
Skunk Cabbage Party For 
Democratic Reform, and 
we'II toss the rascals out next 
election. 



... and 
enemies 
on high 

Two hours before we went to press we received 
this rather tragic correspondence from the Mayor of 
Whistler, Mr. Ted Nehheling. Needless to say, we 
were stunned, shocked and dismayed. Our faith in 
the democratic process was shattered; our aspira­
tions in ashes. 

We tried to come to grips with the implications of 
this letter hut were unable. Personally, I voted for 
Mr. Nehheling in the last election, twice in fact. It 
was appalling to read of Mr. Nehheling's callous dis­
regard for his constituents and his total abdication 
of responsibility. 

It is with a heavy heart and deep regret that we 
are forced to take the only logical and appropriate 
course of action and call for Mayor Nehheling's 
immediate resignation. 

May26, 1992 

Mr. Bob Colebrook, 
Box 587, 
Whistler, B.C. 
VON lBO 

FILE: 4092 

Dear Mr. Colebrook: 

On behalf of the Council of Whistler, I must thank you for once again being a person who is 
willing to dedicate his valuable time and effort to such a worthy cause as finding recognition 
for wfiat I t:onsider to be a jewel in disguise, to be specifk, the skunk cabbage. 

One may question Council's deci.\ion oot to support your request to elevate the skunk cabbage 
to be Whistler's official plant, in spite as you believe, a strong voters' suppo.rt for this to 
happen. The answer is simply a selfJSh attitude. 

Mr. Colebrook, look what happened to the orchid, a beautiful Amazon plant. Today a town in 
California clainJS to be the place where orchids originated, and worse than that, the town also 
claims to be the orchid cap1tal of the world. 

Look at that magnificent flower the tulip. The Dutch claim it to be their national flower. Well 
Mr. Colebrook we know better, the tulip comes from China. 

I would hate to see the same thing happen to your so beloved sku.nk cabbage, and believe me, 
if we were to make a public statement such as adoption of this jewel in disguise as our official 
Whistler plant, we run. the risk of seeing other towns, or worse, other nations, laying claim to 
our skunk cabbage. This is, as yon certainly will agree, unacceptable! • 

'So as far as the skunk cabbage is concerned, Council takes the position of mum is the word, 
let's not rock the boat, lets be selfish and keep the skunk cab~e for ourselves, even if others 
who desire the recognition feel that Council's selfish decision stmks. 

~~ Ted Nebbeling. -
Mayor 

pm 

4381 SlACK COMB WAY. BOX 35, WHISTlER, 8.C, VON t 1!0 
Tt:i.EPHONE (so.fl 932·5535 TOll. FREE 688·6018 

FAX; PlANNING (604) 93:!~6734 FINANCE (6041932<1217 OTilER OEPARTI<IENTS (004) 9:12·6636 
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AFFORDABLE 
PROPERTY 

REVENUE 

WITH PARORAMIC VIEW. 4 BEDROOM , 2 

BATHROOM, SAUNA, FIREPLACE ON 

DRIFTER WAY IN ALPINE . 2 BEDROOM 

SUITE, GENERATES GOOD REVENUE . 

ASKING $259,000 

CONTACT MICHAEL D'ARTOIS 

BEST VALUE IN GONDOLA 

VILLAGE! 

$93,000 

1 BEDROOM, 1 BATHROOM, PANOR­

AMIC VIEWS, WALKING DISTANCE TO 

QUICKSILVER CHAIR. 

CONTACT MICHAEL D ' ARTOIS. 

WHISTLER CREEK 

3 BEDROOM, 3 BATHROOM, SAUNA, 

FIREPLACE, WALK TO QUICKSILVER 

QUAD AND ALL SERVICES. THIS UNIT 

HAS VERSATILE PLAN ALLOWING FOR 

PERSONAL USE WHILE PRODUCING 

REVENUE. 

$149,900 

CONTACT MICHAEL D'ARTOIS. 

RE~~ OF WHISTLER 

WHISTLER ..•....•..•.....•..• 932-2300 

FAX ..•..••.••..•..•..........•..• 932-1140 

VAN. TOLL FREE ..........• 687-4222 
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The Sun Comes 
Up On Whistler 

The Vancouver Sun reporter called to 
say he was coming up to do not one, but two, 
stories on Whistler. 

Not again, I thought, the circus is back 
in town. 

"What's the stocy about this time?'' my 
interest feigned. 

"I thought we could do a stocy on the 
other -side of Whistler," said Doug Ward, a 
graduate of the Carleton University School 
of Journalism. 

"Hm. The other side of Whistler, you 
mean you want to go to Cheakamus Lake?" 

"No, no. I mean the other side, the 
non-BMW, non-yuppie side." 

"Ah. You'd be wantin' Pemberton." 
The truth of the matter, as far as I'm 

concemed, is that Mr. Ward wanted a much 
needed holiday, and this "journalism racket 
was just an excuse for a mini-vacation-I 
know, I've pulled this dodge myself. 

First of all, Ward wanted to know 
where to .stay, on the cheap, as Southam 
News seems to be on an austerity program, 
and has laid off more than a few employees. 

"So you're on a shoestring?" I asked. 
"Yeah, got any recommendations?" 

"Maybe you should stay at the 
Fitzsimmons Creek Lodge," I replied, tem­
porarily forgetting that establishment's new 
name. 

Mr. Ward finally showed up, and he 
had lots of interesting questions. He wrote 
down many things that I said, only not the 
ones I wanted him to record. 

Mr. Ward was a nice fellow, however, 
his photographer, Mar k Van Manen, was a 
little overbearing. It seems the light up here 
in Whistler wasn't qui te up to his usual stan­
dards. He tried to g r ab Rabbi t out of the 
Bike Stop to take a photo of him in front of 
the Chateau while the sun was just right. 
Rabbit politely informed him that he was 
busy with a customer and that he could quite 
easily live without the aggravation. (In other 
words, fuck off.) 

Van Manen is the type of photogra­
pher who wouldn't be happy with a shot of 
Niagara Falls until he had the river diverted 
through downtown Buffalo. 

Ward had much better manners, and · 
he interviewed everyone from Mushroom 
Mark to Drew Meredith. Ward said to me in 
passing that evecyone he talked to seems to 
like Whistler. 

"Maybe that's why they live here," I 
replied. 

Ward then wrote that down in his lit­
tle notebook and drove off down the high­
way to Big Time Media City, and we wait 
with indifferent anticipation for the two, 
count 'em, Whistler stories coming to a 
broadsheet near you. 

-B.C. 



GatehiMherd Ski Camp 

HRILLS 
WITHOUT 

RILLS 
(Warning: This is not a social club. No wimps 
allowed.) 

It says so right on the bro£hure, so it's got to 
be true. Toulouse's No Frills Gate Bosher Ski Camps, 
now in its third year on Blo£k£Omb, ore "high end 
Moster's Camps for skiers who really wont to get to the 
podium." · 

To those uninitiated in the jargon of interna­
tional ski rodng, "Toulouse" is Whistlerite Terry Spen£e, 
who has been o £Oo£h for fourteen years with the 
Canadian Men's Notional Ski Team. 

Says the affable and diminutive £Oo£h: "We 
run our £Omps like the notional teams run theirs. We 
train hard for o maximum of fifteen runs and then we 
go wot£h it on video. The video in my £amps is key. We 
show video of almost every run the skier makes, and 

then we review it over lun£h and hove £omment from the 
£Oo£hes. We don't waste time on the hill wot£hing video 
be£Ouse we feel we should maximize our time on the hill 
with physi£OI odivity." 

It seems to work. Two of the Canadian Moster's 
Champions this year were graduates of Toulouse's £Omps, 
Rkhord Juryn and Don Barnes; 

Summer £Onditions aren't o problem for the 
£Omps, and mu£h attention is paid to making them better. 

Says Spen£e: "Snow £Onditions ore generally 
hard and smooth, and when it's worm we salt the £Ourses 
to keep them ro£e hard. And we reset the £ourse every 
three runs so we never develop ruts, it makes it easier to 
learn the te£hnique." 

The £amps ore for odvon£ed skiers. Hoving 
experien£e running gates is o definite prerequisite. How 
mu£h £on one exped to improve in o three day £amp? 

"It depends on the individual," says Toulouse, 
"some ro£ers ore already on o level where they're os 
good as they're going to get, but with three days of 
intensive gate running you develop better timing, and o 
better line." 

"We set the £Ourses for learning, then ot the 
end of the day we'll set o World Cup £ourse, whkh will 
really £hollenge you to unleash the warrior within," says 
Spen£e. 

Some of the £Oo£hes for the £Omp ore Germain 
Barrette, head £Oo£h of the Conodion Men's Ski Team; 

BOB COLEBROOK PHOTO 

Joze Sporove£, head £Oo£h of the Whistler Mountain Ski 
Club and former Head Coo£h of the Yugoslav Notional 
Team; and Dole Stephens, Current Coo£h of the men's 
downhill team. Guest £Oo£hes indude Roman Torn, 
notional team ro£er; Greg lee, international bon vivant 
and fashion plate; Jordon Williams, Whistler Mountain Ski 
Club £oo£h; and Dove Kerwyn, Canadian Men 's 
Development Coo£h. (CO£ktoils ot 8:00p.m., sharp.) 

There ore three £Omps, with slalom £Omps on 
June 19-21 & June 26-28, and o Giant Slalom £Omp July 
3-5. Cost is $250 for the £Omps, $175 is you hove o sum­
mer pass. No word yet on whether the £ost of the £Omps 
indudes o thigh massage from Toulouse. 

-B.C 

1992 GREAT SNOW EARTH WATER RACE 
Sunday, July 5'h, 1992 on Blackcomb Mountain 

Team & Individual Categories; 4 Legs 

Skiing, Mountain Biking, PaJJling e3 Running 
Incredible Prizes totalling $20,000 

for regutration information calL 932-3141 

Entry Fees: 
$100 - Individual 

$200 - Team of 5 + Captain 

eludes Shirt, Meal, Awards & Draw Prizes 

Part of Proceeds go t o 

Whistler Diagnostic & 
Treatment Centre 

""~"""""""-· ..,..3 ........ ...,_ 

fYEWE A R 

KCOMB 
AT WHISTLER 
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Don't Get Hammered 
~y Service Pricesl 

buy the 

· 0Bw0D0 llt8cs~ 
0®w00w00 CPw00 

Only $100 
Value .... $-300 

You use our shop, tools & washes. Includes: Major & Minor tune-up, 

wheel work & discounts on parts & service pricing . 

Hwy 99 at Mons. 932-6700 

SING&£ rRACK CYC&&S 

A3ri,) A-- .\,3(J· . A: ':._3 Ai ~ ' jl ~ 

. "'. "'' ·.\ . . . _,~-'""· \ -
- = - ~ ' WHISJLER, CAN.W ' • ' ' I ' WHISJLER, CANADA ' • ' ' I ' WHisit.eR,-

Victory Sal 
ongr a tulations .America's Cup 
hamPions 
irwalk Shoes, Prot0 type 2$Velocit~5 1 ooo F, 
ext, Enigma, From. 39· 

de ecks 
38 mm Wheels 

"God_Bless A m e rica" 
sean Kerns 

Orion T-sh 1 rts 
Clobber 8e Sjob e c k Strwtwear from U. SA. 

T . ANDREWS PLACE, WHISTLER VI LLAGE 
ON 932-8 81 F X 82 
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BEASTS OF 
BURDEN 
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Summer Youth Camp 
Wed. evenings 6:00 to 8:00 or 

Sot. mornings 9:00 to 12:00. 
11 week progrom during school 

holidays. Safe, supervised water 
activities for 1 0 to 15 yr. olds. 
learn to canoe, kayak, and soil. Adult 

volunteers also needed, coli for details. 

Rookie Sailboat Racing 
No experience necessary. 
No racing experience allowed! 
Tuesday evenings July 7 to Sept. 1. 
5:30 start time. 
1/2 hour skill development session 

prior to race. Costs $200 for the 
summer, $25 per week. 

KA~TERING 
]. wHISTLER 

Full Seroice Custom Catering 
Staff parties, weddings, cocktail parties, BBQ's, 
Picnics, and Cakes in the comfort of your own 
home. 

All parties welcome, large or small. 

Chefs Karen and David Kay 
10 Year Whistler Locals 932-3262 

AGENTS WITH THE RIGHT MOVES. 

If you want It, 
we can get It; 

If you clon't want It, 
we can get riel of ill 

Gerry Tremblett M_,. Dmclsoe 
938-1599 932-5028 

Now introducing our final phose at 
Twin lakes! Quality constructed 
townhomes from on~ S 179,000 
(GST included) Whistler Office (604)932-5538 Vancouver Toll Free 681 ·6627 
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Don't 
Leave 
Home 

By Charlie Doyle 
This year marks the 1Oth 

anniversary of the Whistler 
Children's Art Festival. This pop­
ular event, hosted by the Whistler 
Community Arts Council, was one 
of the first children's festivals held 
in B.C. and "if imitation be the 
sincerest form of flattery," the 
compliments are legion. 

This year 's event, to be 
held June 13 and 14, will consist 
of two mornings of hands-on art 
workshops in the visual, literary 
and performing arts. Soapstone 
carving, theatre sports, song writ­
ing, caricature, T-shirt stenciling, 
clay pot gardening, cowboy crafts, 
cartooning, story telling, hip hop 
'til you drop (dance) and the 
always popular mask face painting 
are only some of the events to 
keep your pre-schoolers and 
school age kids hopping. 

Without 
It! 

Th e afternoons are 
reserved for entertainment and 
this years line-up promises a load 
of fun for both the kids and kid at 
hearts. "Tales of the Heart," origi­
nal storytelling opens the show, 
followed by dancer Angela 
Brown. Saturday's finals is no 
stranger to Whistler. Bing Jensen 
is 114 of the a cappeLLa group Party 

l>)l80ll3V AO>IINHSAll¥8 'XOS .10H S.illiHSZ 
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932-6650 BESIDE THE PHARMACY 
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TWO HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHILDREN'S ART FESTIVAL: 

BING JENSEN, BELOW, AND MARANG, LEFT 

Fever, one of the more notewor­

thy acts performing in the village 
street scene . A graduate of the 
street music scene, the folk clubs, 
the work world, and even music 
school, Bing has come full circle to 
being a kid again. His songs range 
from utter nonsense to deep emo­
tional significance. He's not to be 
missed. 

Sunday's show is kicked 
off by Marang, an Mrican music 
and dance· troupe that reveals the 
tireless rhythms of Mrican music 
and dance. Audiences everywhere 
have been held captive by their 
hypnotic magic. Finishing off the 
festival is Gordon White, actor 

• Site Preparation 

and contemporary vaudevillian. 
His unique brand of physical com­
edy, utilizing mime , theatre, 
clowning, sound effects and stand­
up has been feat ured across 
Canada and in Europe. His show 
comes with this waming from the 
Comedy General. "Laughter 
tncreases with amount 
watched-avoid missing." 

The festival takes place at 
Myrtle Philip School. Registration 
for workshops is at 8:30 am (cost 

. $2.50 per) and the afternoon 
entertainment is $1.00 for children 

and $2.00 per adults. For further 
info call Joan Richoz at 932-5378 
or Gail Ryhor at 932-6643. 

• Utility Copnstruction 
• Road Building 
• Equipment Rentals 932·5469 
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EYEWEAR 

ne finest Ouali~ Sun~lasses 
Available at: 

Whistler Village Sports 

McConkey's Sport 

Blackcomb Ski & Sport 

Sportstop 

Bikestop 

Santini Design 

Sportswest 

Shades of Whistler 

Attitude at Altitude 

Blackcomb Treasures 

Ryc:lers" 
ACTIVE EYEWEA/1 

Hammerheads To Host Hammerfesl UJeekend Designe~ for t~e Serious At~lete 

Road race fans will get a treat on June 13 & 14 when the Whistler 
Hammerheads host their first big event, with most of B.C.'s top riders in 
attendance. 

Saturday will feature a criterium through White Gold, with the rid­
ers hitting speeds of 60 kilometers through the subdivision. 

Sunday will feature a road race, with the top racers going to 
D' Arcy and back. 

Says organizer Tom Anderson: "The headwind is really wicked 
coming back from Pemberton, along with the climb it makes it a pretty 
brutal 30 k's.'' 

Spectators and drivers are warned to be cautious and be aware of 
the racers, but cheering is greatly appreciated. 

Anderson, along with David Hiesler, spent "endless hours appeas­
ing the municipality and the highways department and getting volun­
teers. We've had lots of help from our sponsors, Nesters Shop Easy, 
KGB Drywall, Carney's Waste Systems, ~rsa Cycles." 

Volunteers are still needed, and should phone Tom at 932-1814. 

THE KEG 
Great Steaks, 

Great Seafood 
and Sizzling 

Good Times 

Leaea.dary Salad Bar 
Help yourself to garden fresh vegetables, fruit, 

mixed salads and our famous dressings. 

AU you can eat only $8.99 

located at the 
Whistler Village 

Inns 
Call Us 

932-5151 

Open 
Mon - Fri 6 p.m. 
Sat & Sun 5 p.m. 

The Great Steak and Seafood House 
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GREAT SNOW EARTH WATER RACE Returns 
With A Vengeance 

After an absence of a couple of years, a Whistler 
institution is back on July 5 in the form of the 
17th annual Great Snow Earth Water Race. 

This event combines skiing, mountain biking, 
canoeing, and running in both individual and team 
relay categories. All this sweat will benefit a good 
cause, as organizers Grant Lamont, Bob Boyar, 
and Milo Rusimovich have earmarked some of the 
proceeds for the purchase of some medical equip-

ment for the Whistler Diagnostic and Treatment 
Centre. 

The race starts near the bottom of the Showcase 
T-bar, the mountaineer must hike approximately 1 
km up the Horstman Glacier, ski down a preset 
course, then hike up towards the Rendezvous Day 
Lodge where the baton is passed to the cyclist. 

The cyclist drops 4,000 feet down Blackcomb to 
the base of the Wizard Chair, then goes along a 
course through Lost Lake Park, across the high­
way near the KOA, then along a trail past the new 

ALPI:NE ELECTRIC 
W/Jr; _..-4 . r> n 
. ~~ %> ~ \.: ·., 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Office: 932-4467 
Cellular: 932-7613 
Fax: 932-3378 

1335 Alpha Lake Rd. 
Whistler, B.C. VON 1 80 

Myrtle Philip School to Rainbow Beach, where 

the baton is passed to the canoeists. 

The canoeists or kayakers then head down the 

World Famous River of Golden Dreams to the 

south shore of Green Lake, where the baton is 

passed to the runner. 

The runner fmishes the race by running a course 

through Lost Lake Park, along the Dave Murray 

Fitness Trail to the finish at the Blackcomb Day 

Lodge. 

11Gn A LoT WHILE You'RE YouNG!" Whistler. 
4.1 acre parcel with great sun ond spertocu­
lor views. This contemporary home features 
four bedrooms, two baths, wrop-oround 
decks, family room, satellite system ond 
more. Please coli Jon for more details. Price 
reduced for quick sole, $249,000. 

Jon· or Paul Woodside 894-5374 or 932-5538 or toll free 681-6627 

12 Whi.Jtler An.1wer 

An outdoor adventure game for men t- women 
Staff parties • Birthdays • Friendly Get togethers etc. 
For More Information 

Call 932-8739 or 932-7247 



LEVI'S 

Shirts 

Socks 

Shoes 

~t!IY, do.TJ. t yoa ..44Vt!l 8.TJ.y(.ll.i.D!f (..48( 84}'"8 

TfT./U8(./t!IZ' O.TJ. .i( ?' 
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4( .TJ.ormtt.l pr.it:t!l8. ' 

1HOUR 
PHOTO 

You've 
Read 

The 

Ad. 
No1N 

Experience 

the Service 

Open Daily 
2 Locations 

Nancy Greene Lodge 
Whistler Village 
Tel : 932-6612 

Glacier Lodge 
Opposite Chateau Whistler 

Tel: 932-6676 
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hy Jim Monahan 

Jay Birds ... 
Say hey, the Blue Jays are 

once again contenders in the 

Howe Sound Men's Fastball 

League. With the demise of the 

Longhorn Rangers, Whistler now 

has two teams in one. Several 

PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
ALLISON MCLEAN IS 
KEPT BUSY BY THE 
FREQUENT 
INJURIES, SOME OF 
THEM ACCIDENTAL. 

BOB COLEBROOK 
PHOTOS 

players from the Rangers have 
caught on with Tapley's, including 
Frank Papenherg, Mike Ridork 
and Neil Mawdsley. 

"It's a good move. It'll give us 
a shot at winning the league title 
and taking a crack at the 
Provincial 'C' Championships," 

says Mawdsley. A utility player 

BIKES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
Home of the 

The Lightest Steel Bikes Available 
Lightning XTR & Lightning Pro 

Free Major • Free Minor • Free Spring Tune '93 
With Every New Bike Purchase 

Come & See Us For All Of Your Mountain Bike Needs 

932-5709 
Accross From The Chateau Whistler 

In The Glacier Lodge 
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who can cover · all posttwns, 
Mawdsley will a lso help starter 
Doug Allen with the pitching 
chores. 

One player the Jays will miss 
is talented outfielder Bill Harvey, 
who has jumped to the Squamish 
Legion ... That bringing back a 
few memories of ex-Legion coach 
Paul "Bear" Morris kibitzing 
about putting a dome over the 
entire city of Squamish to avoid 
rain-outs ... and ex-Jays manager 
Scotty Hurren scowling out from 
the dugout, his arms crossed over 
his chest, and a pretty good lump 
of Copenhagen under his lip. 

Golf Tips ... 
Ain't it great to be able to hit 

drivers at the practice fairway? 
Hitting only irons can lead to a lot 
of frustration. Explains assistant 
pro Gerry Oliphant: "If you have 
any bad swing fundamentals, 
they'll show up on the longer 
clubs. There's less loft on the 
longer dub faces, so the side-spin 
on the ball is more exaggerated. 
That can get you into trouble on 
the course." 

The range offers clinics and 
private lesson throughout the 
week ... Oliphant has a dandy 

Open 
.24 Hours 

• 24 hour cash machine 
• full line of groceries 
• bakery 6 deli 

'Learn to Golf' program com­
mencing June 1st. It'll go 
Tuesdays to Sundays, from 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m., and is sponsored by 
Coca Cola, so it will be available 
for a nominal fee. 

One of the first to sign up 
could be Alliance taxi driver 
John Porteous, who is making 
some difficult adjustments. "My 
golf game is like the NHL play­
offs. It's a joke," laments the 
swinging cabby. ''I'm more likely 
to win the 649 lottery than shoot 
my handicap." ... Hang in there, 
Johnny ... 

Rugby Songs ... 
Roll you marmots, roll to vic­

tor-y ... Those Whistler Hoary 
Marmots put on a fme exhibition 
of rugby in their home opener 
against the UBC Old Boys ... The 
Marmots are fortunate to have 
Allison McLean back for her 
third season as trainer and phys­
iotherapist. McLean works with 
Susie Young at Whistler Physio 
and has some excellent creden­
tials, including a season with the 
CFL Hamilton Tiger Cats. 

"Many of the injuries in 
rugby and football are similar. We 
have a lot of problems with knees 

Located by the Gateways Plaza near Boston Pizza 932-6193 





----------

Sportd Profile: 

by Jim Monahan 
It may not be too long before 

Tapley's Pub will have to find room in 
one of their trophy cases for a fastball 
uniform. After eight seasons of 
wom e n's fastball in Whistler, Liz 
Stamper is thinking of retiring to the 
slo-pitch diamond. 

The slick fielding first baser 
played high school fastball at 
University Hill Secondary m 

Vancouver. Then she toiled a year for 
the Lone Star Pub in the Meraloma 
'B' league before moving to Whistler. 

"I was following in my brother 
Graham's footsteps," she says in a 

pre-game inte rview from Meadow 
Park. "We both worked for Whistler 
Mountain before I got a job with the 
Municipality. Of course, I got broke 
and couldn't afford to move, then fell 

We priY\t T-SHIT<TS 
C,ommercJa/ Silkscreen • C,vsfom Airbrvst, 

Box 1 058, 2·1200 Alpha Lake Rd. 
Whistler, B.C. VON 1 BO 

Phone 932·6308 Fax 932·6817 
Established in 1991 
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hours." 
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in love with the place." 
This is the second 

year that the K's have 
played under the Tapley's 
banner. For the six previ­
ous seasons they were 
sponsored by the Ski Boot. 

"i remember one sea­
son our team was so bad we 
didn 't win a game until half­
way through the season," 
she laughs. "It was a Sunday 
afternoon and Ski Boot 
manager Bob Brant opened 
the pub early for us, so we 
could celebrate into the wee 

The team has enjoyed consider­
able success since then. Although in 
Stamper's words, they got their butts 
kicked at the Provincial 'C' 
Championships in Courtenay four 
years ago. 

Last year they lost only three 
games during the regular season, but 
then came up short in the league play­
off tournament. Losing their opening 
game, they w ere unable to bounce 
back on a cold and rainy weekend in 
Squamish. This year could be a dif­
ferent story. 

"We've added six new players, 

all young, energetic and athletic. Plus, 
we've got a great new coach in Brian 
Buchholz," she declares with a rook­
ie's optimism . . "Brian has been doing a 

super job . He has us back to the 
basics, doing some good drills. We've 

come a long way from losing 34-4, 
and now feel that we can win 34-4." 

Buchholz has indeed got his 
team playing some excellent fastball. 
Their goal is to lift their game another 
30% by paying attention to funda­
mentals: running the bases, fielding, 
hitting the cut-off person. He also has 
some high praise for his veteran play­
er. 

"Liz Stamper is every­
thing you cou ld ask for in a 
ballplayer. She's a good hitter, 
good fielder and a super com­
petitor," says Buchholz, who 
doubles as a rugby referee. 
"We've lost a number of play­

ers this year, including Cheryl 
Williams and H eidi Kuran. 
Liz has always been a leader 
and this year we're counting 
on her more than ever, to help 
keep everyone fo c used. 
Relying on her really to lead 
by example and by words." 

This coming at a time 
when Stamper is a ctua lly 

beginning to enjoy play ing slo­
pitch with the Boot Dregs. 

"For so many year~ - I­

couldn 't determine why people 
wanted to play slo-pitch," she 
shrugs. "But, now it seems I 
warm up for twenty minutes, 
throw for twenty-minutes, and 

still go home with an injury. You can 
relax playing slo-pitch, you sure can't 
playing fastball. " 

Maybe not, though it's funny 
how a winning season an cha nge an 
idea. Buchholz and his Tapley's 
Kokanees are hoping to put that 
together, and perhaps keep Stamper 
around for a few se.ason yet. 

OBest Games: "I enjoy the fast p layed 
one-two-three games, but also like 
to kill 'em in five innings. If you 
lead by ten runs after five innings, 
the game is over. That 's a lways 

good for the ego." 
OBest Pitch To Hit: "Low and out­

s ide, because I like to crowd the 
plate a little. I usually try to pull it 
between short and third and rarely 
hit to the opposite field. The inside 
p ith a lways seems to rap off the 
skinny end of the bat. You know, 
slo-pitch is definitely messing me 
up. I'm losing patience and want to 
swing at the first pitch ." 

OToughest Play At First Base : 
"Probably when a runner moves off 
the base and our catcher throws to 
fi r st , on a pi ck -off attempt . It's 
a lmost impossibl e to do. The bunt 
is routine, I'll charge in and the 
second b aser w ill cover first. A 
hard hit ball down the line is also a 
tough play, as you 're usually a cou­
p le steps off the bag." 

OFuture Goals: "I think I've reached 
most of my goals, whatever they 
might have been. I don 't think I've 

ever been the best player. I've hit a 
few home runs, and in my pitching 
days I struck out a few people . 
Maybe now, not having to go home 
and use an ice bag might be a goal. 
Aw, but then it sure would be fun 
to win this league one more time. 
Then think about hanging up that 
old number 12. It's the same num­
ber I've worn all along." 

Full Name : Elizabeth Stamper 
Born : Vancouver 11/5/61 
Height : 5' 7" 
Weight : 135 lbs . 
Thro'Ws : Right 

Bats: Right 
Position : First Base 
Equipment: Easton glove/bat 
Occupation : RMOW Horticulturist 

Liz is a sure - handed fielder 
who can swing the bat with 
autho r ity . She is in her eighth 
season with Tapley' s K' s , 
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In Prai<le of the Bike Trailer 

By CharLie Doyle 
O.K. I have to confess. The 

irst time I saw the damn thing I 
thought it was another yuppie 
accessory. I wasn't about to fall 
prey to the latest in a line of 
infant seating and transportation 
devices that have included the 
basic car seat, the snuggli, the 
bouncy seat, the jolly jumper, the 
backpack, the baby walker and 
the bike seat. 

My resistance was directly 
related, of course, to the three 
hundred plus bucks it was going 
to set me back. This resistance 
held up through my first kid, who 
had to be content w ith the basic 
bike seat, but began to melt with 
the arrival of the second. Was I to 
be forced to join the hordes of 
cars fighting for a parking spot at 
Lost Lake? Not bloody likely! 

My resistance disappeared 
completely w hen we a rrived at 
the bike shop to check them out. I 
turned away from the sales per­
son to find both kids comfortably 
ensconced in the lime yellow trail­
er, making kissy faces against the 
plastic windows. They had a 
home on wheels. I had no choice. 
Out came the credit card. 

I've since discovered that 
these are nifty little units. T hey're 
we ll designed and rugged. T h e 
nylon seats are slung above t he 
floor to smooth out the ride and 
the five point seat belt wouldn't 
look out of place in a Formula 
One racer. They hook up quickly 
and securely, leaving no damage 
to the bike frame. The point of 
attachment is near the rear axle 
and pivotal offering no negative 

handling characteristics . It is 
handy to remember, however, that 
you are a couple of feet wider 
than usu al and playing slalom 
with those little orange posts in 

the middle of the Valley Trail 
could have dire consequences. 

I must confess to some ini­
tial embarrassment, as any stop in 
the Village would in variably 
involve people gathering around 
the trailer reminding me how cute 
the whole scene was. Being the 
"Super Host" that I sometimes 
can be, I'd patiently describe the 
technical merits of the device, 
direct them to the bike shops that 
could help them, and then bugger 
off. 

The practical merits of the 
trailer cannot be denied. It makes 
grocery shopping or a picnic with 

FIRE 

the kids not only possible but fun . 
I routinely double the manufac­
turer's weight recommendations 
with kids, cooler, beach clothes, 
six-packs, toys and towels . The 
t railer holds up well, the only 
complaint being from my thighs. 

Which brings up another 
plus-the trailer as training device. 
As anyone who has a family and 
does any racing can attest, the 
"kid time vs. training time" is the 
fiercest com petition . No more ! 
Load the kids, some snacks, and 
their favorite games into the trail­
er, buckle them up and you're off. 
The extra weight requires smooth 

SERVI 
932-6 

shifting on the transitions-the 
load is a bit of a grunt but it's a 
great equalizer on those rides 
with your significant other. 

Although we haven 't com­
mitted to the hardship of full-on 
camping with the trailer we've 
enjoyed weekend "bed & break­
fast" tours in the Gulf Islands, 
w ith sunburn being our biggest 
problem. 

Before revealing that my 
spiritual recovery is due solely to 
this conveyance I will close. The 
offers from -trailer manufacturers 
for ad copywriting would be too 
hard to pass up . 

WruGHT 
Choice 

Catering 
c 0. 

For the Finest Quality Food 
Services in the 

Sea To Sky Corridor 

In Home Catering 
Spedal~ BBQ's 
Large & Small 

Events 
Cooking Classes & 
Demonsfrations 

Call 932-4867 
To Book With The Best 
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Duco rolled irito 
town nearly 12 years ago 

with his mother, Yakko, 
and Tom M . He has seen 
many changes in that 
time. He has watched 
trees and bushes change 
to curbs and fire­
hydrants. But the con­
stant r,nountain fresh air 
and outdoor activity has 
kept him a young pup, 
full of spunk and energy. 

He knows more peo­
ple around these parts 
than all the people who 
know him know. He has 
lived with scores of dif-

ferent room-mates; he 
has lived in every sub­
division as well as his­
torical locations such as 
The Hillside Lodge, 
Midnight Express and 
The Trap . He has been 
known to arrive home 
alone in a taxi after an 
afternoon of wandering, 
no charge of course, 
Since the driver knows 
him. 

His current servants 
are Anne W., Andy B ., 
and Jo~nne T. and he 
resides in Pinecrest , 
where it's as quiet as it 
was in Whistler 12 years 
ago when he first 
arrived. 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 

PRINTING 
WHERE ALL YOUR PRINTING IS DONE RIGHT IN TOWN. 

LET US QUOTE ON YOUR NEXT .JOB! 

5-1212 A LPHA LAKE ROAD, WHISTLER, B .C. VON 181 
T ELEPHONE: (604) 932-1944 • FAX: (604) 938-1940 
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THE ANSWER WOULD LIKE TO THAN K THE MANY PEOPLE WHO COME UP TO US AND 

SUGGEST TH EIR PET FOR D OG 0' THE M ONTH. H OWEVER, NEPOTISM, LOBBYING 

AND SMALL BRIB ES ARE OUT OF THE QUESTI ON . YOUR DOG WILL ONLY B E CONSID­

ERED AFTER WE HAVE RECEIVED A PHOTOGRAPH AND RESU ME. S HOULD YOU BE 

INCAPABLE OF TH IS SI MPLE TASK, SEE KARSH, OTTAWA, AN D R ICHLER, M ONTREAL, 

FOR FREELANCE RATES. 



with Dr. Jake 
THE MOUNTAIN QUIZ ••• 
It feels like ten kilo weights on each ankle. 

Every twenty yards, you gasp far breath, stop 
and feel the bum slowly subside from your mus· 
des. You wish you were somewhere else and 
whine to the fates, •How did I ever get to/ked 
into this?" 

You are: 
Al Hiking at 3000 m. 
B) Riding up the microwave road in the 

Cheakamus Challenge 
() A 250 lb. smoker walking to the corner 

store for a carton 
It feels hke a squosh game in your s/cu/1. Your 

stomach pitches and rolls at the sight of food. 
Simple tos/cs toke an hour. You can't fall asleep 
even though you're dead tired. 

It's: 
A) A mild case of acute mountain sickness 
B) The morning after the Owl Creek party 
()What happens after watching the 

Parliament Channel for too long. 
A squash tournament is toking place in your 

head. You're heaving more than a lri/ge in an 
earthqualce. You can't do ewm the most simple 
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tosks. Walking feels like log-rolling. You just 
can't SBBm to get warm. You're cranky and can't 
think straight. 

It's: 
A) Big trouble with serious mountain sickness 
B) The morning after the Tokum party 
() A day at the Detox centre 
If you answered "A" to the above, then you 

have an awareness of Acute Mountain Sickness 
(AMS). If you answered "B", then you were at 
the parties too. If you answered "C", then you'd 
better move out of Vancouver. AMS is just one of 
the medical problems encountered by lowlonders 
on (usually rapid) ascent to high altitudes (above 
2500 m.) For comparison, the Horstman Hut on 
Blockcomb at 2284 m or 7494 It is just below 
the problem altitudes, but, as most of us con 
attest, is certainly high enough to cause short· 
ness of breath with any exertion. 

AMS is surprisingly common, especially with 
modern rapid transportation to altitude. If you fly 
into Everest, you stand o 50% chance of AMS, 
but hiking in reduces this to 23%. AMS affects 
67% of Mt. Rainier climbers who sleep at 3000 
m and reach 4392m. So, what causes AMS, and 

how do we prevent and treat it? Since baromet­
ric pressure fol~ with altitude, ·the oxygen ovoi~ 
able also decreases. Involuntary reflexes increase 
the rote and depth of breathing (hyperventila­
tion) in order to get more oxygen. The rote at 
which the body acclimatizes to the low oxygen 
will determine if AMS develops. Alcohol, seda­
tives, and poor sleep can intertere with this conr 
pensotion. (This could put St. Bernard's out of 
business.) On the other hand, caffeine and coca 
leaves enhance ventilation (one of the above is 
probably illegal). For unknown reasons, some 
people do not adequately hyperventilate and, as 
a result, get AMS. Body fluid shifts con also occur 
in more severe cases contributing to swelling of 
the brain or "high altitude cerebral edema 
(HACE)" and water on the lungs ... high altitude 
pulmonary edema (HAPE). HACE and HAPE ore 
the dreaded potentially fatal consequences of too 
rapid ascent to altitude. Most AMS is se~~imited 
and resolves slowly over 1·3 days with acclimati­
zation, but will worsen with further ascent. 

As con be gleaned from the "mountain quiz", 
the symptoms of acute mountain sickness begin 
with headache, loss of appetite, and weakness. 
More advanced cases are characterized by severe 
headache, irritability and vomiting. Severe AMS 
presents in addition with altered consciousness, 
and an inability to catch your breath even at rest. 
Trouble sleeping is common at altitude and not 
specific for AMS. loss of balance with staggering 
however is very specific and worrisome. 
Dehydration can worsen AMS, but con also be 
confused with it. Of course dehydration gets bet· 
ter with fluids, but AMS will not. Similarly, wok· 
ing in a closed tent con lead to carbon monoxide 
poisoning which in itse~ can be fatal or can wars· 
en AMS by depriving your body of vital oxygen. 
Be aware of this and watch for headache which 
is the earliest sign. If carbon monoxide is suspect· 
ed, get out of the tent! 

Prevention of acute mountain sickness consists 
of slow judicious ascent. Be sure· to spend at 
least one and preferably more nights at sleeping 
altitudes of 3000 m before ascent. A brisk car 
ride to 3000 m, followed by hoisting your pock 
and hiking up further invites trouble. Slow down 
and smell the coco. If possible, spend on extra 
night for every 800 m ascent. Doytrips to higher 
altitude with a return to sleep lower down are 
helpful. loy off the booze, don't overexert, and 
carbo load to reduce symptoms. Being in shape 
doesn't seem to prevent AMS, and in fact, hiking 

foster because you are fit con bring it on. Don't 
be a hero! These recommendations should be 
adhered to especial~ ~ you hove hod AMS in the 
post. 

I recommend ocetozolomike (Diomox) which 
is 70% effective for probhyloxis (prevention) 
above 3000 m. This drug causes your blood to 
become more acid and increases the drive to 
breathe. It is especially useful when sleeping, at 
a time when other drives are reduce. Start with 
125 to 250 mg twice doily on the day before 
ascent, continuing for at least the first 2 day s at 
altitude. Some experts recommend it for the 
duration at altitude. Persons allergic to sulfos 
should ovoid this agent. Acetazolamide can cause 
tingling of the extremities and, since it is a diuret· 
ic, excess urination. I toke my PM dose in mid­
afternoon, preferring not to leave the tent at 
night. Of course, you could always diaper or 
freeze you nougles .. Dexamethasone, a potent 
"steroid" drug has been used, but I believe it 
should be reserved for treatment of established 
AMS. 

The keys to treatment ore early recognition 
and descent. Do not ascend with symptoms 
already established. If the early symptoms wars· 
en or don't improve by halting ascent, get down. 
loss of balance, changes in consciousness, or 
marked shortness of breath mean HACE or HAPE 
and necessitate immediate descent. Usually 500 
m is enough. If oxygen is available, it should be 
used. Acetazolamide (and dexamethasone is 
more severe cases) can be used. Analgesics such 
as aspirin or acetaminophen ore OK for 
headache, but ovoid narcotics such as codeine 
which will depress breathing. Most onti·nauseo 
drugs will also depress breathing. 

Mountain trekking is on effort, but the rewards 
are well worth it. Acute mountain sickness is on 
avoidable hazard, so minimize your risk. Be cool, 
get high, but do it slowly. Happy trails and invite 
me to the slide show. 

Dr. Jake Onro_t is apractic­

ing physician and clinical 

pharmacologist with exper­

tise in drug use and abuse, 

and has a c ommitment t o 

educate the lay public. He is 

also a pretty nifty dancer. 

w~· 
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1LST's S.EE •.. WHEIZ.E WA5 I ~UPPOSED TO 
PuT THIS ~luN? ~ . •. 

A COUPLE FOR. THE GoRB l"S 

SALES & SERVICE 
Brakes • Exhaust • Mufflers • Tires • 

Shocks 
Free Estimates 

I TIRE SERVICE LTD. 

Squamish: 892-3131 
Pemberton: 894-6812 

Whistler: 938: 1234 

~ 
McMillan & Associates 

• Accounting & Auditing, Income Tax 
• Financial Statements, Business Consultation 
• User Friendly with Macintosh & IBM 

Meeting the professional needs of our business community 
#Office 938-1544 Fax 938-1577 
#28-1212 Alpha Lake Rd., Whistler, B.C. 

20 Wbi.Jtler An.lwer 

See Whistler Throu9h 
Different Etjes 

Sales- Service - Renta ls 
Guided Tours- Membership Club 
Official Dealer for: 
Tech • Miyata • Univega 
Tel: 938-1884 Fax: 938-8096 
1-1208Aipha Lake Rd. Whistler, B.C. VON 181 

TLER GARDEN CENTRE 
Perennials .. . . Perennials 
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WHISTLER ANSWER 
IS AVAILABLE AT THESE GROOVY LOCATIONS: 

WHISTLER WHISTLER, CONTINUED VANCOUVER 

ARMCHAIR BOOKS SOUTHSIDE DELl DUTHIE BOOKS, 
ATIITUDE AT ALTITUDE 

WHISTLER ONE HOUR PHOTO 4444 WEST 1OTH AVENUE 
BOYD'S 

CHATEAU WHISLTER (PICADILLY) 
WHISTLER'S OTHER VIDEO HOTEL VANCOUVER, 

DELTA HOTEL (FORGET ME NOT'S) HORSESHOE BAY 400 WEST GEORGIA 

1 ESCAPE ROUTE BAY MARKET, 6414 BRUCE STREET MANHATIAN BOOKS & MAGAZINES, 
FAIRWAYS HOTEL GIFTSHOP 1089 ROBSON 

FOOD PLUS LIONS BAY 

GARIBALDI BUILDING SUPPLIES LIONS BAY GENERAL STORE 
MAYFAIR NEWS & MAGAZINES 

GLACIER DELl 1555 WEST BROADWAY 

GROCERY STORE 
SQUAMISH UBC BOOKSTORE, 

HARDHAT CAFE BARNEY'S PETROCAN, GARIBALDI 6200 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD 
HUSKY DELl HIGHLANDS 

WEST VANCOUVER 
MCKEEVER'S 

CAPERS, 2496 MARINE DRIVE 
MOUNTAIN MOMENTS 

PEMBERTON 

NESTERS MARKET PEMBERTON HOTEL CYPRESS MARKET, 

PHARMASAVE PEMBERTON PETROCAN 4360 MARINE DRIVE 
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FICTION 
By Peter Vogler 

\Vhen he walked into the bar that evening he didn't look like 
the same old Will. He looked tired, Samsonite bags under his eyes 
from traveling to who knows what distant and exotic land the night 
before. Knowing Will, that meant he was with a woman the night 
before. But there was something else about him, something that I 
couldn't put my finger on. 

"Can I get y ou a drink, man?" I ask him. "Forget that--<:an I 
buy y ou a drink, it looks like you need one." 

"Ya, thanks." 
I pour him a draught and then pour him a Scotch too. The 

Scotch is a bit extravagant, it's true, but y ou have to understand, Will 
never looks like this. He's a ski instructor and works in the same bar 
I do. He's a helluva skier, a great guy and the women hang all over 
him. "\Vhat's going on?" I ask him. 

"Nothing" he says, and I know it isn't true. I've known Will for 

Pavlo's Painting & 
Oecorating Ltd. 

"Serving Sea To Sky Country" 

Call 932-4645, Cell 932-7679 
8239 Rainbow Drive, Whistler 

We recommend General Paint 
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about five 
y ears, and while 

I don 't know him 
well, I know him well 

enough. He's older than me 
by about ten years, but you'd never know 

it. I'm twenty-three and he out skis all of us younger 
guys. He's good-looking, the women hang all over him. He has 

long blonde hair held in a ponytail that a lot of the guys try to copy, 
and he's got dark quick eyes. When he smiles, man, watch out 
because it's like he's putting a searchlight on you. It works killer with 
the chicks. 

Now I don't want you to think that I'm glorifying the guy. I 
like him, but he can be pompous and shallow and just an all round 
dickhead as well. Sometimes you'll see him and start to say hi and 
realize that he isn't going to respond. It's like he's looking at some­
thing else that isn't really there. He doesn't notice y ou at all. And 
then the next time he'll go out of his way to be friendly with you. It's 
kind of eerie. As you get to know him better you begin to recognize 
the days that he is not going to be saying hi. Those are the days he's 
got a look in his eyes as if he could burn up whatever he sets his 
sights on. 

Tonight that look was turned inward. I've seen him tired and 
blank after a long shift behind the bar, following a long night out 
drinking after a long day of ski instructing. But tonight-no, tonight it 
was a different look. A lonely look, which is the last thing you expect 
to see on Will's face. Like I said earlier, he's got babes coming out of 
his ears·. He's got a reputation for having more than one on the line 
at a time, and the rest of us can't figure out where they come from. 
Sure \Vhistler has some nice ladies, but it's a small town in most 
ways, everybody knows everybody else and things can get a little 
complicated socially. Yet y ou'll see Will at the bar in the early 
evening with one chick and then just before closing time he'll head in 
for a last drink with another. N ow some guys do this and you know 
that they've been dumped and have just found another girl to replace 
the first chick. But with Will, the way they hang over him, you know 
it's not the girls that are trying to lose him. And somehow he always 
come out of it unscathed, nobody thinks badly of him. I wonder what 
his secret is, if there is one. 

So, at any rate, with this in mind, it's kind of good to know 
Will, or to have him sit at your bar. Usually, like I said, there's a girl 
with him and that can be good. He's a man about town, and we hope 
that maybe just a little of it rubs off on the rest of us. And you know 
it actually does seem to work that way. For awhile when y ou're with 



him you feel like you're more in control than you are most times. You 
see that people are watching you, kind of envious that you're the cen­
tre of activity and everybody else is out there on the periphery wish­
ing that they were in your shoes, the centre of attention for awhile. 

"What do you think of women, Jeff?" Will says to me out of 
the blue. 

What do I think of women? That's a question I'd prefer to ask 
him, because you can't help hut wonder what goes on in his mind. 
Anyway, I doubt that I can add anything to Will's knowledge, consid­
ering the experience gap. Anything I say is probably gonna sound 
quite dumb, hut then at the same time I am the bartender, and as Will 
has told me before, bartenders are captain of the ship, even if they 
don't really know something, you never let on, you're always in con­
trol. 

"I like them," I say, referring to women. He sort of laughs, "Ya, 
me too," he says, and I leave him for a while because I have to attend 
to my duties at the bar. I would like to chat with him more, hut in 
this business there's never quite enough time. There's always a wait­
ress hitching at you, a manager breathing down your collar, or some­
thing to dean up in the draught lines. The job you think you have, the 
sociable duties of the bartender that everybody sees you performing, 
very quickly become something else. The social part becomes a side­
line while the routine of cleaning glasses, filling orders and stocking 
up becomes the substance of the job. 

Still, I like bartending. I like the shine of the bottles against 
the mirrors, the sound of glass tinkling and the glug of a good pour. I 
like the precision, the way after a while you ~ eyeball a shot within 
a molecule's accuracy and I like the company, the sociability of it all. 
0~ the boring shifts you have to keep each other amused, while on 
the busy days when you're in the shit, you rely on the others. It 
brings you pretty dose. A good bartender wraps himself up in the 
night, as captain of the ship he remains at the helm orchestrating the 
evening. There's power in it, some good money, and you get to meet 
some good-looking girls. And at the end of a shift, you're pumped for 
a while. You got cash, are out with a couple of waitresses ••. It's good 
even though I usually end up heading home alone, when I'm so 
hushed I feel like just curling up, sucking my thumb, and going to 
sleep. 

A couple of girls walk in and they settle down over in the cor­
ner, and so over I go doing my bartending thing. When you're up for 
it there's magic in it. The patron sits down and neither of you has 
any idea about who the other is. You know nothing about each other 
and so you can he whoever in the world you want to he. You can play 
whatever role you feel like, you can rise above the kind of guy y our 
friends and colleagues think you are. 

The girls who have sat down are gorgeous. I go over and play it 
up for them, how gracefully and offer my services in mock Italian. 
They seem to like it and they flirt hack. They must he tourists and 
they're here for a good time because a local girl would probably 
ignore me. I bring hack their drinks-two ciders-and chat them up a 
hit more. They're from Seattle, and the brunette is being a hit more 
coy than the blonde, though they both seem to he enjoying the atten­
tion in their own way. 

I get hack behind the bar. I stock up and top off a few bottles 
because it's Friday night and I'm expecting a rush later on. I pour 
some extra Clamato for the inevitable Caesars that are going to get 
ordered by middle-aged couples-he'll he a business man and she'll he 
dressed in heels and leather pants. Then there's an extra bottle of 
Glenfiddich for the connoisseurs of fine Scotch, and I have to make 
sure of course that the cooler is filled with enough ciders and berry 
coolers to keep all the girls happy. 

Speaking of which, the.two girls behind Will appear to he quite 
happy sipping on their ciders, and they're definitely beautiful, and 
Will has not made any kind of move. I caught him once looking hack 
at them, hut then he just turned aro~d again, "Another Scotch and 
another beer there Jeff, if you don't mind •.. " 

I pour him the beer and we're quiet. 
Will is thoughtful and I'm wondering why he's so oblivious to 

the action around him, especially the two beauties sitting and drink­
ing their ciders. "Nice looking girls eh, Will, sitting behind y ou," I 
say, "They're from Seattle ... " 

"Who cares," he says, and with that simple comment the whole 
universe stops for a moment and reverses its spin as it drains down 
the toilet of life. Who cares? The man who lives for women, who 
women live for, the man who is passion incarnate is not interested!? 

"Are you feeling okay?" I ask-and I'm asking half seriously, 
this is so weird. 

"Not really," he says "Marie won't see me anymore." I'm won­
dering, who the hell is Marie? And why should he care? So . I ask him 
who Marie is. 

"You know her, she used to work here ... " he replies. 
"No way!" comes out of my mouth before I can hold my tongue. 

I know Marie all right, Christ, I went out with her for a while. That 
didn't last long though, Whistler is just such a party town we eventu­
ally just drifted apart. The thing that was so weird hearing this now 
from Will is that Marie really was not up to speed with Whistler, she 
was like an alien here among all the healthy, fit, fun-loving people. 
She is definitely not up to the quality Will usually gets. It's probably 
all for the best that she refuses to see him, which brings the next 
question to mind. "Why won't she see you, Will?" 

"I don't know, she won't say really, just that we're too differ-
ent." Well I have to agree with her on that point. 

"So, what's the problem?" 
"Like I said, she doesn't want to see me." 
"No, I mean why do you care?" 
"I don't know. I know she's not the kind of girl I'm usually 

with ... She's no model, and her nose is sort of flat and wide, hut I like 
that nose more than any perfect nose I've ever seen. The same holds 
true for the rest of her, all of her, it ain't perfect, and strange as it is 
to say I like it that way ... 

"Don't look that way," he adds, "perfect is just perfect, end of 
story. But it's the weird little things about them that leave the door 
open, make you want to get to know them, figure them out. I haven't 
been able to figure out Marie yet." 

Me, I was trying to figure out Will when Marie walked in. Will 
was right, her nose was kind of wide. Not only that-her smile was 
kind of crooked, not ugly or anything, just not beaut iful, she was 
totally different than the other girls I'd seen him with. Something 
didn't compute, and I looked at her hut couldn't come up with what it 
was. She stood there awkwardly beside Will for a minute and I went 
on with my duties, cleaning some of the bottles, shining them up, giv­
ing them the festive· glint for the evening ahead. I kept my eye out for 
customers and waitresses and any cute girls that might wander in. 

I looked over at them again. I couldn't get over the fact that 
Will was with Marie. I tried not to stare, hut it was difficult. He was 
touching her ear and tracing it with his finger, and there was some­
thing about it that I couldn't place. It was gentler than anything I'd 
seen in a long time, and Will was almost tentative .. I felt a hit embar­
rassed for him. It made me feel awkward, like I . was invading their 
privacy, even though we were in the middle of a public place. It was 
such an intimate touch and erotic, hut it was something else too, 
something beyond me, something that ... hut I'm just not sure what to 
call it, what it was that I saw between them that evening in the bar. 
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ABOVE: SUE ROSS IS WEAR ING A BLACK OILED 

OUTBACK C OAT OVER A BLACK WESTERN SHIRT 

WITH WHITE REMOVABLE FRINGES . HER JEANS 

HAVE A BLACK AND WHITE COW PRINT PATCH ON 

BOTH THIGHS AND SILVER COWBOY BOOT EAR­

RINGS, ALL AVAILABLE AT DURANGO BOUTIQUE. 

LEFT: ERIN EARLY IS WEARING A BLACK, WHITE 

AND CINNAMON PANEL JACKET WITH MATCHING 

CINNAMON PANTS BY MR. JAX AVAILABLE AT THE 

HORSTMAN TRADING COMPANY. 

RIGHT: CAROL FOSTER IS WEARING A BLACK COW­

BOY HAT WITH BLACK AND WHITE INDIAN BLANKET 

COAT ALSO AVAI LABLE AT DURANGO BOUTIQUE. 

ABOVE RIGHT: CHER-YL MASSEY IS WEARING A 

BLACK BARISHNIKOV BLAZER OVER A BLACK AND 

WHITE 2 PIECE ACTIVE WEAR SUIT ALSO BY 

BARISHNIKOV AVAILABLE AT HOME ON DERANGED. 

BELOW: LESLIE PATTERSON , OF GALA 

AFFAIRS, BRINGS HER MODELING BACKGROUND AND 

FASHION SHOW PRODUCTION EXPERTISE TO THE 

FASHION PAGES OF 

THE WH I STLER 

ANSWER. THESE PHO­

TOS WERE TAKEN BY 

LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHER 

PAUL MORRISON DUR­

ING A RECENT SHOW 

LESLIE PRODUCED ON 

TOP OF BLACKCOMB 

MOUNTAIN. 



~~-===~ ================Music-----~~~ 
The BilliCk Shew 
Blue Ro{)eo turn.J the Conference Centre 
into giant bar 

May 16, 1992 

By Bob Colebr ook 

The brigade of security guards greeted 
you at the door, and just before frisking y ou, 
asked, "Do y ou have any alcohol, drugs or 
w eapons on y ou?" 

"Is this multiple choice? Actually, I have 
a Swiss Army knife, a set of brass knuckles, 
two AK-47 's and a Sidewinder missile, but 
that's only on account of the fact that I'm mul­
ing a couple kilos of horse. Sorry, I don't have 
any alcohol, but didn't Meatloaf say two out of 
three ain 't bad? " 

The closest thing to a weapon discovered 
w ere the ornamental bullets on photographer 
Rick Flebbe's belt. 

The WRA out-did itself on the secu rity 
angle. There were so many people running 
around with walkie-talkies and those little 
earplugs that I though t Geo rge Bush was 
going to show up and give a State of the Union 
Address to Abu Nidal and his band of merry 
pranksters. 

The tight security blanket, how ev er, 
turned out to be useful later in the evening 
when anarchy broke out. In a scene reminis­
cen t of t h e r ecent Los Ange les riots, one 
demented a nd psycho t ic mu sic fan lit a 
sparkler. It was a good thing that security w as 
there to rip it out of h is hands. Security was 
also necessary to put dow n a major insurrec­
tion as two short girls stood on chairs in order 
to see the band. It was a tough night for secu­
rity, and they had hardly any time for freebas­
ing steroids in the basement. 

I wonder why security guards are such 
boneheads? Is it because their employers seek 
out morons, or is it the fact 
that no one 

Whistler's frrst and last REAL- pub. 

• • 
JUNE - 3 

THE LIFE OF RI LEY 

U 2 FANS WILL LOVE IT 

JUN E 4-5 
RECORDING ACT 

N OWHERE BLOSSOMS 

MELODIC ROCK 

J UNE 6- 7 
JOHN WATKINS 

7 YEARS WITH WILLY DIXON 

A DON ' T MISS!! 

JUNE 8- 9 
TERRY EDMU N DS 

ROCKIN' BLUES 

JUN E 1 0 · 13 
ACTI VATE 

• 

ONE OF CANADA' S HOTTEST REGGAES 

JUNE 14 
LOCAL JAM NIGHT 

B.RI.NG YOUR GEAR AND JOIN IN 
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JUNE 15-17 

STAY TUNED FOR A SURPRISE 

JUNE 18-20 
ATLANTI S BUS 

BEST IS ORIGINAL CELTIC ROCK AND BLUES 

JUN E 21 
LOCAL JAM NIGHT 

DON' T BE SHY - GIVE IT A TRY 

JUNE 22-24 
PARTICLE ZOO 

HOT EASTERN BAND 

JUNE 25-27 
RUSSEL JACKSON AND THE JAC BAND 

B AC K BY POPU LAR DEMAND 

JUNE 28 
LOCAL JAM 

JUNE 29-30 
NGOMA 

AFRICAN WORLD BEAT 

STAY TUNED FOR SURPRISES! 

• 

with an-IQ above 65 w ould ever consider 
w earing one of those uniforms? 

Local ca rtoonis t Karen Griffin and I 
shared a couch for a t ime in the foy er. We 
passed the early part of the evening playing 
Blackwell as the 1600 fashion plates passed by . 
For the most part, I admired the w omen and 
she the men . Griffin w as particularly opposed 
to mustard that night, and would continually 
bleat ou t "fashion faux pM ," w hile I was con­
centrating on fit, the tighter the better. 

It was a decidedly Vancouver crowd, 
although a few locals showed up later in t he 
proceedings. 

She Stole My Beer opened the show 
musically, although there were also a couple of 
comedians on stage that entertained the people 
in the fir st three row s . She Stole My Beer 
fared well on the big stage with the big lights 
and the big sound for the big crowd. With a 
debut CD soon to be release, SSMB sh ow 
much promise, and they certainly won over a 
few fans that evening. 

Blue Rodeo. I've had an unexplainable 
resistance to this Toronto band ever since the 
Toronto Music Mafia tried to PR the gr~up 
down the media's collective throat. There was 
even a time when the music 15% ' ers tried to 
get Blue Rodeo passed off as country music! 

T h e usual acoustic problems in t h e 

Call 932-3338 
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Conference Centre was solved by 
a very clever sound man. The 
solution, of course, is simple: let a 
monkey operate the reverb knob 
and then crank the system so loud 
that it's deafening. I must apolo­
gize to the poor girl down front 
whose jacket I stained with the 
blood gushing from my ears. 

It wasn't totally loud, how­
ever. Blue Rodeo is a four piece 
band with a payroll of five. 
Nestled over in the corner of the 
stage, unobtrusively, was a fellow 
sitting down at a pedal steel, who 
I can only assume was in the 
band. 

The pedal steel is one fine 
instrument when played and pro­
duced properly. What it is doing 
in Blue Rodeo I'll go to my grave 
trying to figure. The simple fact is 
that the steel wasn't in the mix. 
The guitars, bass and drums were 
mixed at ten, the steel at two, 
which is just as well, for Blue 
Rodeo are a guitar band. When 
you cou/J hear the steel it was as a 
rhythm instrument, bizarre but 
true, and there were no leads. The 

steel player was having a good 
time nonetheless, and I can only 
assume that was because he had a 
tape of Fats Kaplan from the Tom 
Russell Band playing on his moni­
tor. 

A pedal steel is a terrible 
thing to waste. I'd like to send 
Stan Stewart from Ian Tyson's 
Chinook Arch Riders over to kick 
Blue Rodeo's goddamn ass. 

Another factor working in 
Blue Rodeo's disfavour was the 
lack of a keyboard player. Why 
they ditched their keyboard play­
er Bob Wiseman has me flum­
moxed, for the consequences are 
that the band sounds like a junior 
Georgia Satellites, only without 
testicles. (Who knows why, 
maybe he got tossed out because 
he had all the best groupies, if 
indeed this band has any. The 
official word is that he went solo, 
which is a music industry code 
word for teaching piano to grade 
schoolers during the day and 
playing "Piano Man" at night in 
Bennie's Bar. And the original 
drummer quit because he didn't 

BORED WITH THE 

PROCEEDINGS, 

CARTOONIST 

KAREN GRIFFIN 

PASSED A POR· 

TION OF THE 

TIME BY DRAW­

ING PICTURES IN 

MY DAYBOOK. 

. . . 

want to leave his job as a letter 

carrier to go on tour-it seems he 

had a lot of seniority.) 

Anyway, there actually was 

some music played that evening, 

and it wasn't totally intolerable. 

One new tune, "Last To Know," 

· . 
: A«lNNMY 9 NOW'M.a 

J -------·--
-
--

was a particularly inspired power 

ballad that will be featured on 

Blue Rodeo's forthcoming album, 

their fourth. Another cut of that 

album was "Western Sky," which 

singer/guitarist Greg 

BUFFALO HILtS 
Closed until 

Mid-June 

Opens weekend with 
three great acts: 

June 12 & 13 
Skaboom. 

June 19 & 20 
Particle Zoo 

June 26 & 27 
R&B Allstars 

July3, 4 &S 
Dave GoGo 

July 9. 10 & 11 
One 

July 16, 17 & 18 
· Spirit of the West 

"Home o(the Hottest Live Sounds In Town 

Located In The Timberline Lodge 

932~S211 
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Keelor introduced as being 
"about the first time I did acid in 
th e Rocky Mou ntains-! have a 
good relations h ip w ith moun ­
tains." (Platonic, I hope.) 

The crowd, of cou rse, was 
bouncing off t h e wall s . People 
were dancing all over the place, at 
tab les, in t h e a is les and in t h e 
foyer. P erh a p s if I would've 
invested twenty-five bucks to see 
the show I would've been a little 
more determined to enjoy it, but I 
doubt it. To steal a phrase, Blue 
Rodeo are a lot better than they 
sound. (They'd pretty well have 
to be.) 

By the way, an interview 
with Blue Rodeo wasn't in the 
cards. Their Underassistant West 
Coast Promo Man at WEA Music 
in Vancouver informed me polite­
ly that they are saving all inter­
views for the release of the new 
album , sometime in the next 
month or two. Their career is cer­
tainly being directed, if not 
manipulated, by the suits who 
make today's rock so boring. 

As well as personnel and 

,·· .·· 

.. _ .. .-- ~ · 

•, 
,· · .... ··: .. -· ·'· . 

/:: 
. ~· . . ~· ~- .. ' .. 

' __ ) ·. 

;:· .. 

instrumentatio n changes, Blue 
R o d e o a l so now seems mu c h 
more lively on stage than previ­
ously. They b ob , weave, genu­
flect, toss t h e ir hair back and 
generally gyrate with the best of 
them. Methinks th ey've been to 
nigh t school and taken a refresher 
course in Rock Star Deportment . 

T h e b ig roc k sh ow was a 
success. Sixteen hundred people 
paid twenty-five dollars each to 
enter the Conference Centre and 
pay four bucks for every beer. 
The WRA must've made a tidy 
profit, even after they paid off the 
security staff. As for the fans, well 
they sure seemed to enjoy it, but 
judging from their altered state of 
consciousness they probably 
would've enjoyed MC Hammer. 

It was a financial success 
and the crowd loved it. Critically 
it stank, but then Mr. Loaf did say 
that two out of three ain't bad. 

In years gone by the May 
long weekend was reserved for 
the Mount Currie Rodeo, but 
that's progress for you, we now 
end up with Blue Rodeo. 
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All New for '92 
We've undergone tremendous 

changes! Come &: check us out! 

New Format, New Look 

Tommy's 
Your Neighbourhood Club 

· 28 Whi.Jtkr AllJwer 

/ 
/ 

5L·LO Has Whistler 
[onneclion: 
Requests Interview 
By Peter Vogler 

First things first-1 had no intention of interviewing Phil 
Comparelli from 54 •40 that Thursday night last month. I like the band 
and, as it turns out, I like Phil too, but by the end of a long evening at 
Bill's all I really wanted to do was go home and sleep off a Cuervo and 
beer wave that I had been riding for the previous four hours. 

Still, and surprisingly enough at two a.m., I was the only An.1wer 
connection with a pen within spitting distance, when the discovery went 
public that Phil loved the Whistler Answer and wouldn't turn down an 
interview. To turn this offer down on my part would have been kicking 
fate in the balls and telling it never to come back. And so we sat d~wn 
over a couple or ten Heinekens at a back table and traded stories. 

If you listen to rock and roll you've heard of the band 54 •40. If 
you're an historian you've also heard of 54°40', the rallying cry of 
American expansionists in the 1830's and 40 's . (They thought the 
Oregon Territory should encompass most of B .C .) 

That night at Bill's they opened with a couple off their new album 
Dear Dear and moved into more familiar terrain. The band has a hard 
guitar edge and politically charged lyrics, but these are tempered by sur­
prisingly accessible melodies. No thrash band this, they've got every­
thing it takes to make the airwaves: integrity, intelligence, elan and good 
luck. 

A Vancouver band, 54 •40 was formed twelve years ago by Neal 
Osborne, lead singer and lyricist, and Brad Merritt, who plays bass. I 
spoke to Phil, who joined in 1982 and plays lead guitar and sings backup 
vocals. Matt Johnson is on drums, and on that particular night David 
Osborne, (Neal's brother) sat in on keyboards. 

After twelve years the band not only has a tight handle on the 
music but on band politics as well . For sanity's sake they don't hang out 
together, and if a problem arises they resort to parliamentary proce­
dures: "Mr. Speaker, I woufJ Like to bring to the attentwn of the honourable btMJ 

player that anchoviM on the pizza do not agree with the intu tinaL proceJJeJ of the 
lead guitarift ... "" · 

· Being in a band myself I wanted to scrape Phil's brain for any use­
ful information. Here's what I learned: 
• Touring bands don't make money, but it's the best way to get known. 
• Learn French if you want to play Quebec. 
• If you ever have a showdown with the authorities (moi? a showdown 
with the authorities? pshaw!) always begin your address to the officer in 
power with: "Re.Jpecting your rank and p0.1itwn of the authority, Jir, I woufJ Like 

to .Jay ... " (Phil was· in the army in a previous lifetime, he knows.) 
• Don't leave your manager in a truck stop somewhere in the American 
midwest. 
• And don't trust the recording company to do what they promise they 
will. 

This last comes compliments of Warner Bros.,· who signed the 
band in the mid-Eighties with promises of international promotions and 
tours. The touring was there, they've been to Moscow to play and all 
over the U .S., but they found out the hard way that unless there is a pro­
motional machine sowing fame and fortune in advance you ain't goin' 
nowhere as a band. 
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That deal ended and a&er a couple years absence from the scene 
they have now signed with Sony Canada (formerly CBS), who they love 
and adore, especially their new producer, Don Smith, who I promised 
Phil I would call the greatest. He's produced the Tragically Hip and 
Keith Richard, and there's a rawness and cleanness to his sound that 
you'll recognize in a second. No over-production here, he just gives the 
band some instruments, no pedals or fireworks, tells them to go have a 
beer then come back and play, play, play. It's a refreshing change and it 
seems to work. 

The hour turns to four a.m. back at Bill's. Larry is talking a tidal 
wave of stories, so is Phil, and I'm listening to them in stereo. Every five 
minutes or so we change the dynamic and someone else gets to listen to 
two stories simultaneously. It's about then that I realize Phil is really a 

-
The 

E1ery 
lard leek Miler 

J11e I·Z 

Whistler lad from way back. He knows a load of people from Whistler, 
including Stephanie Sloan and Greg Athans from the old days. 

Phil 's brother was a ski racer and bum who will forever be remem­
bered for his production Skiing In The Mini)'.! Eye, filmed at Whistler and 
one of the great ski movies ever made. I remember it fondly and am still 
amazed that it featured a quadruple backflip, and we 're pot talking 
namby-pamby Olympic style aerials. We're talking 205 em skis, hitting a 
twenty foot kicker at about fifty-five miles an hour, and soaring one hun­
dred and seventy feet. 

By now it's five in the morning, the sun is coming up, and we're 
marveling at how the entire universe seems to revolve around Whistler. 
Everybody has some connection to the place, including 54•40, a great 
band with a local connection. 

native 
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You Can Go Home Again 
By Stephen Vogler 

You may have noticed over the past month 
that half of the people you got to know during 
the winter have suddenly left the valley. Some 
of them may have left for good, but a good 
many have simply struck out on a trail of 
adventure. They'll drift back into town later in 
the summer or in the Fall with stories to tell 
and friendships to renew. It's uncanny how 
many people leave town at this time of year, 
and there 's no denying it: Whistlerites like to 
travel. 

It gets y ou to thinking about the place. 
What is it that accounts for all those itchy feet? 
Sure, you can chalk it up to the seasonal 
nature of the economy: when the ski season 
ends, people pack up and go elsewhere. But 
these habits have been around in this valley 
long before skiing found it's way up here. And 
this brings me around to a deeply held belief of 
mine: that the character of a place is influenced 
very strongly by the shape and character of the 
land itself. 

This valley, for example, is at the top of a 
pass. The water drains south from Alta Lake 
towards Squamish, and north towards 
Pemberton and Lilloet Lake. It's a narrow val­
ley and a kind of gateway between the coast 

and the drier interior. 
The natives from Mount 

Currie and D'Arcy used to trav­
el through here regularly to 
trade with their neighbours 
on the coast . Their fo ot 
paths ran through this val­
ley and came out at the 
ocean m Squamish, 
Britannia and Indian Arm. 
In the summer, Indians 

from Mount Currie set up 
temporary teepees near 

Green Lade to harvest 
berries, and then returned to 

their villages when the season 
was over. 
The more recent history of the 

early white settlers in the valley is 
also full of tales of travel. Some of those 

early pioneers carried supplies up on their 
backs, including building 
supplies for their cabins, all 
the way from Squamish. 
There 's the tale of John 
Miller, who built the old 
Jordan's Lodge, trekking 
down to Vancou ver a nd 
spinning his yarns in the 
pub about the great fishing 
up at Alta Lake. In this way 
he talked Alex a nd Myrtle 
Philip in to building their 
fishing lodge at Rainbow. 

The small community 
that sprung up around Alta 
Lake called this valley their 
home, but still they made 
frequent trips away from it. 
They traveled by foot or by 
horse, and later on by train 
and steamer. Sometimes 
they just went to Vancouver 
for supplies and a change of 
pace, and sometimes farther south for a taste 
of the warmer climate. 

The Pemberton Valley has quite a different 
history. It was first settled during the Cariboo 
gold rush of the 1850s and 60s when people 
traveled up Harrison and Lillooet Lakes and 
then across to Lillooet. Pemberton was the last 
stop over before the fmal mountain pass to the 
interior. Some people found the fertile farm 

the new playground for adults 

SAVAGE BEAGLE CLUB 
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whistler village 932-4540 
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land to offer more promise than the search for 
gold, and simply stayed. 

The Pemberton Valley juts out to the north­
west. It's flat-bottomed and wide and much 
low;er in elevation that the Whistler Valley. It's 
the kind of place where you dig y our heels in, 
set up the farm or homestead and stay for life. 
Sure, the peop le of Pemberton have been 
known to travel, but not by the same magni­
tude as those from Whistler. 

The activity of travelling runs through this 
valley as surely as the rain storms that blow in 
from the South and the cold Arctic fronts that 
winter brings in from the North. I'm sure that 
if I went down to the Husky Station right now 
I'd see a few vehicles loaded up with all their 
goodies and heading out on the road. Half of 
the community seems to be leaving town for 
points unknown. The other half just might be 
planning a trip next fall before the winter sets 
in. And those of us who are still around are 

sure to sneak in a few road trips down to 
Vancouver or to the Island. 

Does all this transience mean that Whistler 
is not a place to really call home? I don't think 
so. I think it means that traveling is simply an 
inherent part of living in Whistler. And 
whether you leave for a couple of days, a week 
or even a few years, when you get back you 
know why you call the place home. 





The Air Cross Traim~r'" Lmv. 

WHISTLER VILLAGE SPORTS 
932·3327 

SPORTSTOP 
932·5495 
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Being frequently accused 
(and sometimes justly so) of taking a 

' few nrolls of the dice" myself, I 
thought it would be appropriate to 
research the topic further and per­
haps eventually document it in living 
16mm color for the enjoyment of 
other couch lizards. The topic is risk 
and it's about time I delved into the 
conscious and subconscious twists of 
the mind and began dissecting those 
that take chances, ana what makes 
them tick. 

The chore began when. a 
frightfully sane associate, Harvey 
Zlatarits, and myself roadbagged it 
to the Banff TV festival last June 
with the idea for raising cash for a 
film on the topic. 

Shortly belore, I found 
Frank Farley, Ph.D. in psychology, 
with a mile of other academic credits 
including the head of the American 
Psychological Association. Yes, Ladies 

and Gents, this was Dr. Risk ,and 
what made him even more unique 
was that he was a born in Edmonton. 
A Canadian as well as a hving rela­
tive of the infamous Farley Mowat 
himself. Dr. Farley has conducted 
endless research on the topic of risk 
spanning 20 years of his life. As my 
plot thickened I spoke to Farley who 
is located at an undisclosed universi­
ty in the middle of the bible belt of 
the midwest. 

(Undisclosed because I real­
ly do not want this idea stolen like a 
few others that have gone astray). 

.',Jtabble, anyhow, this guru 
of taking chances wrote n interest­
ing thesis which was picked up by 
most psychological journals in the 
USA, which was followed by inter­
views ranging from Johnny Carson to 
USA Today. Dr. Farley wants to 
encourage human beings to take 
more risks. As Canadians (and the 



most over insured 
. planet) we 
advice to 
risk takers 



By Cameron Laba W o is it that can so 
ften be found 
azing in awe at 
he rise of the 

high mountains? What drives so 
many to ascend to the top and 
view the world from above? 

Being out there climbing to 
the roof of the world where things 
happen ... where it seems you can 
stretch your mind's eye and envi­
sion the entire world at your 
feet .. . to touch the edge of the sky. 
It's an historical phenomenon; an 
ageless instinct ... a need t.o reach 
new heights and share the heav­
ens with the eagles and the Gods, 
where it seems all places are in 
your grasp, both o utside and 
within. But who today fits that 
description? There's a breed 
known as The Ski Bum that cer­
tainly does. 

The Ski Bum 
Def: Ski: (v) to strap a pair 

of boards onto one's feet and go 
like hell (down a snow covered 
slope). 

Bum: (n) the rear end; the 
behind; also that derelict portion 
of society that gets dumped on 
and kicked by the rest. 

The Ski Bum. Some may 
see a multitude of things wrong 
with a nyone who fits that tag. But 
from where I stand observing 
mankind in general, the ski bum 
seems to be· one of the ultimate 
achievers: closing in on the high­
est evolution of man. 

It's the "nothing could be 
better, nothing can stop us, hell, 
nothing can touch us, fuck 'em, 
we're masters of our own fate" 
kind of attitude that sets the stage 
for a lifestyle that strikes a chord 
deep into the "why are we here" 
and "what are we supposed to be 
doing question." Does t he Ski 
Bum come closer to a nswering 
the meaning of life tha n most? 

Could it be do they hold a secret 
key to personal fulfillment and 
universal happiness? 

How many eons has it been 
since this big ugly rock formed in 
the expanse of space? How many 
centuries has life existed includ­
ing our own bi-pedal mammal 
forms stomping around defecating 
all over its surface and trashing all 
of its neat stuff? The answers are 
there but so are many more q~es­
tions. To buy a Beemer or a 
Mercedes? Pink paint or purple 
pastel wallpaper? Fur lined 
beaver pelts or exotic ivory stat­
ues? Decisions, decisions. 

The struggle c ontinue s. 
Flips of a coin. Shit happens. The 
machine grinds on. It's a dog eat 
dog world out there son , but 
somebody's gotta do it. 

Our world, the great big 
egg, is cracking. So, what to do? 
We all ask. Are we running out of 
time? How does one get the 
establishment to "wake up and 
smell the coffee?" To use another 
cliche, how does one stay sane in 
an insane world. It seems a few 
know the answer. Fuck it. Go ski­
ing. Thrash off the peak. Ca rve it 
up. Giv'er. Dial a thrill. Ride the 
wave. Pump it. Be Free. 

featuring 
TYPICAL ENGLISH FARE 

Opening July 1, 92 
above the Original Ristorante 

in Whistler 
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There are no locked doors, 
man made barriers or asinine 
bureaucracy up in the mountains. 
Just you and t he big blue, t he 
never ending challenge of finding 
a new line, launching into alpine 
bowls of bottomless powder. 
Freedom of expression. Endless 
possibilities. A dream of finding 
the supreme slope and laying the 
perfect tracks. Our kind of 'Slash 
and Burn ' does squat-all damage 
except to the un-harnessed egos 
of the urban dregs. 

So, here's to t he Ski Bum. 
Without w hom the life and indus­
try of these mountain fantasy 
towns would crumble. To those 
w ho keep the li fts turning, the 
burgers flipping, the beers pour­
ing, the sidewalks clean and t he 
construction sites buzzing. To 

everyone who puts up with crusty 
attitudes and downlooking sneers 
for one reason a nd one reason 
only : to go skiing, to be unleashed 
in the land of snow. 

Cheer.J! Let y our hair grow 
as long as y ou want, duct tape 
y our clothes to high heaven and 
walk tall with pride. You are a ski 
bum. The dream is alive. The evo­
lution of man. Push it as far as 
y.ou can. Maybe y ou will find the 
answer ... . 

RACE& 
COMPANY 

BARRISTERS 
& SOLICITORS 

F.Jtabli.Jhed 1975 

Squamish 
892-5254 

Whistler 
932-3211 

Pemberton 
894-5133 

Douglas Race 

Nancy WU.helm-Morden 

Ian Davis 

Robert Mcintosh 

Douglas Chiasson 

Nicholas Davies 

Brian N. Hughes 



DeJigner Kraft Dinner 
By Ross Smith 
Executive Chef & TV Host 

It's two days before payday 
and you've just spent your last 
sawbuck on a cold six pack. 
When you arrive home, it's dinner 
time. A search of the pantry 
reveals that famous staple of the 
poor persons diet: Kraft Dinner. 
That familiar blue box that con­
tains macaroni and an edible non­
dairy cheese product that 
resembles sawdust. A quick 
search of the refrigerator deter-

mines the alterations necessary to 
turn this product into a gourmet 
feast. If nothing is found, dinner 
will have to be served au naturaL. 

But don't despair, you can still 
wash it down with that cold six 
pack. 

In a fast paced society like 
Whistler, our priorities w ill some­
times differ from those of a "nor­
mal" person . Our diet becomes 
secondary to a fun afternoon at 
Tapley's, or a Friday evening at 
Buffalo Bill 's. Far be it from me to 
change the Jtattt.f quo. However, I 
think with a little imagination, we 

can make our meals more exciting 
without sacrificing the previously 
mentioned priorities. 

Just what is this "K. D. " phe­
nomenon and why does it have so 
many facings at the grocery 
store? It 's pasta, it's cheap, it's 
easy and it fills the stomach . 
Notice, I did not mention 
"Culinary Delights." 

So all you K. D . Junkies out 
there, lets kick the habi t, lets get 
that edible non-dairy cheese prod­
uct monkey off our backs. 

Can this legend be replaced? 
I think so. There are many vari­
eties of pasta and noodles on the 
grocery store shelves. T hey are 
more reasonably priced and just 
as easy to prepare. Whole wheat, 
rice pastas and a variety of noo­
dles are all readily available. All 
these products are a good source 
of protein and can be made very 
interesting by the addition of vari­
ous ingredients . Try adding some 
fresh vegetables, onions, carrots, 
celery, tomatoes. Use a variety of 
fresh herbs and seasonings. 
Purchase some real cheese to 
replace that strangely colored 
protectively packaged powder. 
Four ounces of fresh baby shrimp 
can turn a pasta into a wonderful 
dish without hurting your budget. 
Fresh chicken or turkey breast 
can enhance a normally boring 
noodle dish. Don't stick with the 
same pasta. Try different vari­
eties . Use up all those "bits and 
pieces" ingredients you find in the 
fridge. Use leftover meats and 
seafood. But most of all, use some 
imagination. Even the "K.D ." 
Junkie can do that. 

In these times of rising prices, 
it certainly is difficult to stay 
within our food budget. The use 
of pastas and noodles can help us 
reach this goal. Use some creativi ­
ty and you will be surprised with 
the results. 

On a recent cooking show, 
my good friend Peter Dutton and 
I prepared a boxless, homemade 
(K. D. Style) macaroni. No pack­
aged chemicals here, this is reali­
ty. 

If I have upset the serious K. 
D. addicts by t rashing this sacred 
product, I apologize. If that's not 
good enoug h, t hen write a letter 
to the Province. I could use t he 
press and I'm a little u pset that I 
wasn't mentioned in a previous 
controversy. I've made forty tele­
vision shows and I still haven 't 
had my picture in MacLeanJ. 
Maybe I'l l write the Province 
myself. 

.-z ' - ., ... ..;s, 
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rustic furniture & accessories 

Twig Chairs & Loveseats 
Coffee & End Tables 

Bird Feeders & Houses 
Mirrors & Picture Frames 
Hat & Coat Racks, Shelves 

Baskets & Magazine Stands 
Canopy Beds & Headboards 

WORKSHOP S 
Learn the craft and keep what you 

make. 1 day instruction, lunch, 
tools, materials and handouts 

included. 

BARK MARKERS IN<. 
Box 4S9 , 40 Collins Rd. 

Pemberton , B.C . YON 2LO 
Tel & Fax 604-894-6662 

,,$1.79 
Cold Cut Combo 

Take a bite out of this sandwich 

not out of your wallet'' 

6"Cold Cut 
Combo 

Royal Bank Building, 
Whistler, B.C. 

932-3244 

.SUBWR~ 
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The voice of the working class labourer is 
a little gravely and his eyes are lined from the 
brightness of the sun. He appears to be rough 
and ignorant of social custom. Decorum is what 
those designer girls do on TV. He just builds the 
things, not pick out curtains and sheets. 

His attempt to articulate this opinion of 
society from his perspective is done on a holiday 
Monday so he is actually working on a stat holi­
day while the rest of the world eats and visits 
their leisure lives. Now that figures for about par 
so far. 

Experiencing life as an ant on anthill 
which sits on a mountain, he feels very small and 

he is very aware of his mortality. He wishes he 
had evolved with stronger hands and tougher 
palm skin. He sometimes wishes he had three 
hands for the extra demands and commands that 
are sent down from the Natty Brass Dudes, who 
are usually very clean looking. Why does that 
bug him? When working man thinks of the old 
men he know~ who are seized up and bent-they 
laboured for The Man all their lives-they were, 
in effect, trapped by their need to survive on lit­
tle or no skill-he resolves to escape one day and 
he dreams of it while he shovels. Only a few 
doubts materialize and intrude on his thoughts. 
What if he can't handle school or what if he 
trai~s and can't find a job to suit his chosen 

skills. Working man knows he will likely never 
be able to afford to stay in the hotel he labours to 
build. Yet he is driven to indenture his life to 

Munster Davies 
CONSTRUCTION 

GENERAL CONTRACTI NG 

• CUSTOM HOMES 

FRAMING/FINISHING 

• RENOVATIONS 

ANDREW M U NSTER 

COMMON SENSE: 

The Voice o 
the Workin' 
Class 

afford a new truck and the.n there are those 
weekends and Christmas and these days just try­
ing to eat a variety of healthy foods "not cheap." 

And then there are those kids-where they 
came from we all know about that-but they eat 
like little horses and they d mand time, money 
and pets who eat more than they do. Who is 
going to pay for all this and then if she works too 
and the kids who you love might grow up to be· a 
delinquent like you were. You will get by to next 
pay day. Just. 

To paraphrase a very insightful man "the . 
kids these days at sixteen, they think they know 
everything and you know not where it's at, but 
by the time they turn twenty-five they come 
back to see you and they are surprised at what 
you have learned." Then their own kids arrive. 
Now they are sorry for all the rotten stuff they 
did to you when they were growing up. 

Today's working man sees the rich get 
richer and the poor get poorer and if today's 
working man is single and he travels, then he has 
a good picture of the world's problems and 
humanity's cruelty to its own. He sees the graph­
ic reality of how helpless he is in an ocean of 
humanity stuck on a planet ruled by a few select. 
He will never be a player in the major games the 
Big Guys get to play, like high finance and cor­
porate negotiation. He'll never be able to 
empower his fellows to change their way of 
thinking. It's the same thing day after day. He 
can see how people turn to religion for solace or 

go into therapy after realizing how life really is. 
He doesn 't begrudge a man a few belts or beers 
after his long day. He sees beer as Orwell's Soma 
and he wonders over what A. Einstein could 
mean when he said, again I paraphrase: "Man 
will require a substantial new way of thinking if 
he is to survive." Man is still fighting his brother 
over lines-colours on a map. His fight for free­
dom adds to the anarchy and chaos. 

Working man goes to the Whistler land 
fill to scavenge a few 2x4's or some rich guy's old 
sofa and he sees a sign "No Scavenging and No 
Bear Watching." Now we have even more solid 
waste in the land fill, more aluminum cans and 
bottles, more instead of less. Now what about 
the poor can picker. He only wants a few bucks 
or his GST or even he might get a few loaves 
and fishes on the table tonight. But no, the pow­
ers that be are not alert to the needs a n d 
thoughts of working man. The Big Guys never 
even felt it when they removed the livelihood of 
the working men. Seems trivial but the big envi­
ronmental picture is directly affected by a few 
working men. Have them sign waivers so they 
don't sue the Big Guys over a nail through the 
boot. Now Big Guys make money and the envi­
ronment is helped and last but not least the 
working men survive another day. 

Now working man thinks also that legal­

ized cannabis and a good strong prostitute's 
union might solve B.C. financial deficit very 
quick and a few casinos with live entertainment 

The Whistler Community Arts Council Presents 

10th Annual 
Children's 
Art Festival 
June 13 & 14 
•WORKSHOPS FROM 9:00 - NOON 
•ENTERTAINMENT FROM 12:30 

932-1145 OR CELLULAR 932-7976 At Myrtle Philip School 

38 Whi.Jtler An.~wer 



and liquor licenses might really 
improve our working man 's 
chances for survival or even 
improving his prospects where his 
kids can evolve so the editor man 
says to me " Be the voice of the 
Working Man." I say "Hey, I hate 
working but ... I'll try. How much? 
@<>#!<>!$" 

But I wonder what the other 
men and working people say. I 
think about my puppies and I truly 
believe that the best things in life 
are a puppy and a cold beer on a 
hot summer night with a little Ram 
Jam band playing in the back­
ground. Not forgetting the fairer 

sex, of course. I know something 
you don't know and it's too late for 
you to agree with me, I've already 
changed my mind. 

The quote of the week is: "If 
there's a lot to take, we'll take a lot. 
Then if there is a little to take, we'll 
take it all. And don't put the empty 
milk jug back in the fridge. 
Anything less than a dribble is 
empty." 

Working man seeks working 
woperson to banter creatively and 
think new thoughts. Long haired 
freaky wopeople need apply. No 
fakes or wierdos. 

DOUG HAMILTON 
Custom Woodworking 

&32-0BO& 
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WORK MAYBE A BITCH, BUT HAPPINESS 
IS A COUPL·E OF PUPPIES, AS OUR 

NAMELESS AUTHOR ATTESTS. 
Boa COLEBROOK PHOTO 

"Definitely the camp for serious competitors. This is 
a camp for those who want to be challenged, not 

pampered. I'll be back." Mike Duder, Toronto 

Camp 1 -Slalom, June 19- 21 
Camp 2 - Slalom, June 26 - 28 

Camp 3 .- GS, July 3 - 5 

Toulouse's No Frills 
Gate Basher Ski Catnp 

Cost: $250/camp Cdn.- $100 Deposit in Advance 
Payable to : Toulouse Ski Camps, 

6412 Easy Street, Whistler, B.C. VON 186. 
Phone: (604) 932-2667 
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